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The Epiſtleto the Reader. 
Chriſtian Reader, 


T Hou haft before thee 4 controverſie, that doth not often ap- 


pear in Print, it therefore may ſeem [trange to ſome, eſpe- 
cially in this day, wherein there ſhould be a healing of 
Breaches, and a uniting, rather then opeu, and publick 
diff erences heightned and encreaſed, which is moſ* certainly true 
yet it hath pleaſed Mr. T. not to conſider the times, but raſbly (1 


may ſay) to publiſh his uncouth notions, and prepoſterous opinions, t2 
the view of the world, on whom the fau't mitft lye, and not onthem 


who anſwer him, yet I hope Almighty God who brought light out of 


darkneſs, will bring forth goo1 ont of this contention (which he hath 
raiſed.) to his People, and may be a means to puroe ſome from their 
defilements, and be awarning to, and prevent others from falling 
into that evil ſome have done, whs headilybave tranſgreſſed againſt 
God, in taking them wives of all that they liked, Ar. T*s book 
20 doubt ts as an Oracle to ſome, by which they are confirmed and 
ſetled upon their le:s, and others imboldned to run haſtily into the 
Same ſin : when a Door is opened to let ſin into the Church, and'ano- 
ther Door f aft lock*d tokeep that ſin, and ſinner tn the Church, alt 
exneans being taken away of purging, and' reforming, ( all:which 
Mr. T. hath-done his beſt endeavour to do) it's then hiob time, 
when ſuch things are attempted to contend againſt ſuch enormity, 
which ts the thing that moved me to anſwer him in this pablick, way 
not that 1 am ambitious at this time, eſpecially to make my name more 
publick, and popular then it is alreaay, thougb I am not aſhamed 
of aiy thing I hold, and am. perſwaded us a truth, but am willing 
and deſirous if Mr. T. be not corvinced (by what I have writ ) of 
his errors, that he will (ſeeing be hath begun it,) in the ſame publick 
manner. (or any man for him) diſprove me if he can, and 1 ſhall 
either yield or reply, if the Lord will ſpare and perigt me, I deſire 
to makg (as 1 ever did) the Holy Scriptures my Rule x believing all 


-thatis written.in them, and that they were written for my learn- 


ing, and dare not imbrace. any thing but what there is Scripture 
warranty for, nar dare I receive any Dodtrine, though never ſo plau- 

ſible and eleg antly delivered or penn'd, and though under never ſo 
many fair and ſpecions pretences,” if it come not with this amthoruty 
thus faith the Lord; therefore if I have written any thing that 1s 
not.conſonant with the holy Scripture, I heartily deſire Mr. T. or 
any other, by the word of 'God to deceit it, and I ſhall be _—_ , 
G 41h 
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thankful! for the ſame 5, but if I have the truth, and the mind 
Chriſt according to the Scripture, ( grving me thoſe grains of allow- 
ance that all men ſhort of perfettion-and infallabilty muſt have) 
then I hope Mr. T. ant all now of his mind and judgment, (upon a 
diligent impartial and unprejudiced ſearch, ) will find what 1 have 
writ to betrive, which 1 ope they nor he, will not then inſiſt any 
l:nger upon the juſtification of his miſtake, but will be readY*to ac- 
knowledge his refletings, and labour a reformation, which will be 
to the G[:ry of God, thepeace and purity of the Church, and the 
honour of Mr, T. . 
Reader, 1 defire thy carefull and diligem reading this anſwer 
to Mr. T., andthat thou diligently ſearch the Scriptures, to ſee 
whether what I ſay beſoor no, f chow art a Believer one regene- 
rated, a Child of God by Faith in C briſt Jeſm, it highly concerns 
thee, that thou keep thy body which is the Temple of the Holy G hoſt 
undefiled, if Unmarried, to Marry only in the Lord, and not to 
yoke thy ſelf with an unbeliever, for the Temple of God can bave 
no Communicn nor agreement with Idols nor 1dolaters, if thou art 
an Unbiliever, ungodly, andin the wofull ſtate of nature, thou 
mayeſt ſee that G od looks upon thee as he did upon thoſe nations Moab 
and "Ammon & c. Whom God would not ſuff er the Children of Wſracl 
to Marry with, becauſe they were polluted, and unclean, being un- 
godly Tdolaters, even ſo he forbids his Children now. Marrying with 
thee, becauſe, being unregenerated thou art not waſhed, nor ſantti- 
fied, nor juſtified in the name of our Lord Jeſus, and by the 
Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. 6. 11.wBy this then thon wilt perceive 
sf then read and ſearch diligently, that thou art by nature a Child 
of wrath, Eph. 2. 3.  Andthat the wrath of God abideth upon 
thee; John 3.36. Andtherefore God wilt not have his Children 
that are according to his mercy, ſaved by the waſhing of Rege- 
neration and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. Tit..3. 5. Tobe yoked 
together in Marriage with thee, let this open thine eyes, and canſe 
thee tolook_into the ſad condition of thy Soul, that theu mayeſt fly 
to Chriſt for Mercy, who will recevve and imbrace thee in his arms, 
and waſh thee clean in his-blood,by which thou wilt receive the for- 
givenelſs of thy fins, and inheritance among them thatare, ſfanQifi- 
ed, by faith thatis in him ; AQ. 26. 18. Which Tpray 'God my 
labiurs may be bleſt as a means of good both ta the Souls of Saints 
and Sinners, and then I have my whole defign and end, Who am, 
TheServant of all men for the ſakg of Chriſt, John Griffith, 
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Rother, how do you do, how is it with you, is 
your Soul in Health, 

F. Ithank ye, I am indifferent well both in Bo- 
dy -and Soul, 1 thank Almighty God, but nct 
wholy free from ſome doubts and ſcruples, and am therefore 
very glad [ have met with you, that I might impart ſomething 
of my mind to you. 

E. I ſhall be very ready, and willing, as the Lord ſhall be 
pleaſed to aſſiſt me to be helpful to you in any thing | can, but 
pray what is your trouble. 2-2, 

F, Have you not ſeen a Book Entitled Mixt-Marriages Vin- 
dicated a Dialogue between A. and B. the Author Stephen Tory. 

E. Yea, I have ſeen it. / : 

F. That Book hath been ſome trouble tome, nor am I yet 
ſo well ſatisfied, as I would I were. 

E. There is an Anſwer to it; in 4 Conference between C. 
and D. written by 7. D. have you not ſeen that. 

F. Yeal have, and read italſo. 

E. Doth not that give you ſatisfaQtion. 

F. I confeſs | am better ſatisfied then I was before I read Mr. 
D. but not ſo fully as 1 deſire to be, } would therefore deſire 

ou to ſpend a little time to ſatisfie me further, and to weigh 
h Mr. S. 7s Book, wet. . D's anſwer to it, that if it 
7 | be 
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2 The Unlawfulneſs of Mixt-Marriages, &c. 


be the Will of God I may receive further light. 
E. That will 1 gladly do, I will alſo give my Opinion. 
F. Pray then what do you ſay to Mr. Torys Book. 
E. Truly in my Judgment it is agaiuſt the Truth, and that 


2S much as in him lies, he hath opened a Door of Liberty, giving. 


in:ouragement w Church Members to break Gods holy Law. 
For in the firſt place he makes ſo light of B's trouble about Mixt- 
Marriages, that he ſaith, I am ſorry for your weakneſs, 1 think, it 
75 more Cauſe of joy than ſorrow, that we who but a few years ſince, 
were wot accounted fit to live, ſhould be ſa much.in the favour of 


thoſe Perſons, as to make Marriages with us, and more eſpecially | 


we ſhou'd take it well from them, who have the Government im their 
hands, and we ought tobe thankfulto God for ſuch a mercy. 

Firſt, in theſe words of Encouragement, he gives Members 
(to commit fin) he ſets a ſharp edge upon the fleſhly Mind and 
deſire of Men and Women in Church-fellowſhip to Marry with 


thoſe out of the Church or of the World, becauſe it is weakneſs. 


in any to be troubled at it. 

2. It's (faith he) more cauſe of joy than of ſorrow, we ſhou!d be 
fo much in their favour, as to make Marriages with us: 

3.. We ought to.be thankful to God for ſuch a Mercy.: Whata 
Door is here ſct open to them that are carnally minded. 1 will 
Marry may any one ſay where I pleaſe, and with whom I fancy 
in the World, where there is more varieties of Beauties, and 


greater Fortunes than is in the Churches,and thereby I may much- 


advance my ſelf, and bettcr my Eſtate in the World, and it is 
my weakneſs if Idonot. My Brother Tory faith as much in cf- 
fett ; for. ſaith he, it is a-weakneſs in my Brother to be troub- 
led at it, or offended with me for ſo Marrying : Nay, he faith 
my Brother hath more cauſe of joy than ſorrow, and ought to be 
thankful to God for ſuch a Mercy, if ſo, then is it my weakneſs 
if I have opportunities to better and pleaſe my ſelf, if1 donot 
Marry in the World, theſe are great Encouragements. 


Secondly, There is beſides, another great Inconvenienceand: 


Evil which tends to bring Mixt-Marriages into neceſſity, for this 
Liberty and Encouragement will promp and cauſe Members not 
to look among - themſelves. for Wives, except there be ſome 
Beautiful.and Rich, but altogether their Eyes will be gazing up- 
en. the Widows and Maids abroad that: are fair and wealthy, 
and them they will Marry. The Members tho? never ſo vir- 
; tuous 
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ous and Holy may be without Husbands and Wives long enough, 
(to wit) thoſe that dare not offend God in this matter, except 
they do make a virtue of Neceſlity ( as the Proverb is,) or rather 
through the ſtrength of Temptation do Marry ſinfully, which in 
time _ may be compelled to do, or elſe they may go to their 
Graves (ingle, or unmarried. 

Thirdly, Thoſe words of his is a ſign that he hath received the 
Spirit ofthe World, 1 Cor. 2. 12. and is not guided in this mat- 
ter by the Spirit of God, for the Spirit commands (and they that 
have reccived it will walk after it) that we ſhould not love the 
World, neither the things that are inthe World, If any mar 
love the World, the love of the Father is not in him, for all that ts 
in the world, the luſt of the Fleſh, the lust of the Eye, and the 
pride of Life, 3s not of the Father, but ts of the World. 1 John 2. 
15.16. Now | pray,what is it, but the luſt of the Fleſh, and the 
luik of the Eye, &c. that muſt encline a Member of Chriſt to 
make his choice in the World, what can it be but to ſatisfie his 
Luſt, and to make his aim and ends not the Glory of God, and 
the comforts that he may enjoy with one, that is not only one 
Fleſh, but one in Spirit alſo with him, which comfort he cannot 
expet to have with one of the World, but as his deſign is to ac* 
compliſh his own carnal and worldly ends, he can onely expett' 
the fruits thereof. And for Mr. T” toencourape at this rate as he 
doth, Members to mix themſelves in Marriage withthe V Vorld 
is to endeavour to perſwade them to love the World, ard the 
things that arc in the VVorld, which whoſoever doth, the love 
of the Father is not in him. 

4. The Apoſtle Fames doth tell us that the Friendſhip of the 
V'Vorld is Enmity with God, whoſoever therefore ( faith he) will 
be a friend of the world, is anenemyto God. Fames 4. 4. Pray 
what greater Friendſhip can there be than to Marry with them, 


for one thatis choſen out ofthe world, John 15. 19. and as our + , ;,, 
Saviour ſaith one that is not of the VVorld, Fohz 17.16.to of 2 n+-2x 
make one of the V Vorld Fleſh of his Fleſh, and Bone of his 5:7 59:- 
Bone, which is to have the greateſt aud neareſt Friendſhip with 7 *- 


the V Vorld as can be, which is Enmity with God, _—_— | 


Fifthly, V Vat a ſad thing it is, and much to be lamented, +, 
that ever a man ſhould ſay, that we have more cauſe of joy then Chri/ 
of ſorrow, that they who accounted us not fit to live, ſhould 4=*2 


nib 4 
with, 
A 2 Na- Rev.i.5. 


# have ſuch a favour for us,-as to Marry with us; Surely the 
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Nations that God' drove out of their Land before the Children 
of Iſrael, did not think Iſrael fit to live, as we may perceive by 
Balak King of the Moabites, Numbers 22.23, 245 Chapters, and 
yet their Daughters married with them, and was this cauſe of 
joy to 1ſrael, that they which a little before did account them 
not fit to live (and uſed all the means they could to deſtroy them) 
ſhould be ſo much in-their favour as to give their Daughters in 
Marriage to them, Numb.25. No certainly for the favour of the 
Moeabites kindled the anger of the Lord againſt 1/-ael, ver, 3. and 
thoſe that died of the Plague were 24000, ver.9. I think there 


was no cauſe of joy in that favour but ſorrow, which alſo will - 


be the end of thatliberty if taken Mr. 7. ow 

Sixthly, I would know of Mr. Tory whether the honeſt ſober 
perſons he ſpeaks of, viz. ſome Presbyterians, ſome Independants, 
and thoſe ſome of the Church of England, were ever ſuch Enc- 
mies as not to Account us fit to live, 

That he accounts it the weakneſs of any to be troubled or of- 
fended, if thoſe of his perſwaſion do Marry with them, and that 
it is more cauſe of joy than ſorrow that we ſhould;be ſo much in 
their favour as to = Marriages with us, ſurely: if. they were 
honeſt and ſober perſons they would not account-any-though dif- 
ferent in perſwation, from them, not fit to live, .nor do 1 think 
Mr. T:hath'ſuch an ill opinion of them. 

The liberty then that he would give us indeed is to marry 
any- body though a Mortal Enemy, and count it cauſe.of joy too, 
that ſuch will ſo far change their minds, as to ſhew us the favor 
to make marriages with us, | 

Seventhly, 1 would know of Mr. T. whether it is not a Pro- 
phaning the holy Name of God, rather then any other thing, 
tor him to ſay, we ought to be thankful to God for ſuch a Mercy, 
(to wit, ) | 

That we ſhould be ſo muck-in their - favour as to make mar- 
riages with ns, when ſuch — is the breach of Gods Law, 
and therefore ſinful, for ought he hath ſaid tothe contrary, 

This were to rejoycein Iniquity or to do in ſome meaſure like 


them in Feremiah, Chap.7. from the firſt verſe to the 3 1, 1ſaiah 5. 


2Ce2 Ie 

F. Truly Idid not think there had been ſo much. evil in 
thoſe words of his, as I now ſee there is, he makes but an ill 
beginning, I am glad I have met with you, I pray what ſay. you 
to his Anſwer to Gen.2.18, Cc, E. What 
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E. What Mr. Den hath ſaid to that might ſuffice,-but I ſhall 
do my part, and-do ſay that itis an amazing thing to me, that a 
man in his right mind ſhould affirm as Mr. T. doth, that it was Fel. 3. 
| not the deſign of Almighty God 1n Creating the woman to make 
. her a meet help in the beſt things, and his reaſon is as trifling, for 
| (faith he );f it had, you ſee how contrary the firſt woman proved,&c. 


Firſt I would know of Mr. T. whether God in Creating 
Adam deſigned that Adam ſhould fin, be drove out of Eden, and 
| turned to Duſt again, for ſoit proved, or whether God did de- 

ſign when he created Adam that he ſhould love the Lord with all 
his ſoul, and keepchis holy Precepts, live and enjoy the bleſſings 
| and Priviledges given him ; ſure no rational man will ſay other- 
wiſe, nor Mr. T. neither, yet you ſec how contrary.it proved. 
| Secondly, Did God deſign in the Creating many thouſands, 
that they Gould Steal, Murder, commit Adultery, with many 
other inormitics, and be hanged for them ; Mr. T. will not ſay 
' that this was the defign of God, but.yet we ſee it prov'd fo by 
: many almoſt daily experiences. | 
Thirdly, Did God deſign in-his Creating of Millions, that 
| they ſhould rcje& Chriſt olferedin the Goſpel, to ſave them, 
and deſign their final unbelief, for which they ſhall moſt juſtly 
be damned and. eternally Periſh, Mr. 7. will not-ſay this was 
Gods deſign, &c. but yet we know by the Scripture that it 
proves , ſo Mark, 16. 16. then it will not follow, that tho' Eve 
proved a temptation to Adam, that God deſigned her to be no 
meet help to Adam in the beſt things. 

Fourthly, Eve when ſhe tempted her husband to fin wasnot in, 
but much out of her place and duty, and therein thwarted the 
deſign.of God, for ſhe was given to Adam for a meet help, but 
it proves otherwiſe, . for ſhe was a hinderance with a witneſs, 
both in the beft and worſer things, for ſhe cauſeth poor Adam 
to ſin, and thereby to forfeit many of his beſt and mot ſweet 
priviledges. 

Thus you ſee the weakneſs of Mr. T. Arguing. 

Fiftly, God deſigned his own glory, and honour, as Mr. D. 
notes, and I will add the good Temporal, . and Eternal both of. 
Male and Female when he Created them, he deſigned the latter: 
good chiefly, and doth in all his gracious Atts ſuited to the Eter- 
nal happineſs of Mankind. 


Now. 
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Now if the good of man in the beſt things be chieſly deſgn'd 


of God, then that was, and lil is Gods deſign that the Woman 
ſhould be a meet help to her Husband in the beſt things, which 
an unbelieving Woman can never be toa believing Man, but a 
let and hinderance as many by woful experience hath found. 

F. Very well this you ſay gives me good ſatisfaction thus far, 
I now ſee much weakneſs in Mr. T. arguing, but pray ſay ſome- 
thing to his ſecond affirmation. 

E. Truly that is not worth the taking notice of, yet for your 
content, I ſhall. He ſaith, that the deſign of God in the making 
of a woman was Propagation. 

Firſt, here indeed he fights with his own ſhaddow, for who 
ever denyed that one end was Prapagation, who doth he reaſon 
againſt here ? noneasI know. But | 

Secondly,though that be granted God deſign'd Propagatian in 
his making the woman,will :t therefore follow that he deligned no 
other thing, may he not alſo deſign her to be a meet, help 
in other things, yea in the beſt things as well Mr, T. faith in- 
deed you ſee it was for Propagation, and not for Devotion, as his 
Brother doth imagine, for ſo faith the Text, faith he, Gey, 2, 20. 
but they muſt have better eyes then I have to ſee, and more skill 
to read, that can make, Gem. 2. 20. or any Text inall the Holy 
Scripture to ſay that God deſigned Propagation and not Devoti- 
on, this is an imagination indeed, but one of his own Brain, and 
a manifeſt addding tothe word of God, and lamperſwaded 
he is ſingular in this thing, as if God did not deſign, that-the 
woman ſhould be devote, keep his Laws, and obey his Voice,bur 
be as Bruits under no Law of her Creator. IN 

Thirdly, I have indeed heard ſome Rude, Vain, and ungodly 
Men ſay, that Women have no ſouls, and except Mr. T.*thinks 
ſo too, I cannot deviſe how ſuch an uncouth notion ſhould get in- 
to his head, but I cannot tell, he may be fuſpeRed to be of that 
opinion, for he ſaith Adam ſaid (of the Woman) this u now bone 

of my bone, and flefh of my fleſh, mind, ſaith he, Fleſh of my Fleſh, 
and not Spirit of my Spirit, and Soul of my So4l. | | 
As if God cither gave the woman no ſpirit, nor no ſoul, or if 
hedid, it was another not the ſame the Man had, but differing jn 
inſtitutions about the worſhip of God from him, they being 'mi- 
ted onely in Fleſh, not in Spirit, nor in ſoul, and. then I ſuppoſe all 
ſober men will think that their oneneſs in the Fleſh will turn but 
to 
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to a very poor and mean account, when a Man and his Wife ſhall 
but be one fleſh, but two, and not one in ſpirit and ſoul, but di- 
vided. There will be little Love, much ſtrife, no meet help, 
but unmeet hinderances both. in Temporal and Spiritual things, 


| as experience proves plentifully. 


Fourthly, And whereas Mr. T. ſaith, that where the Scrip- 
ture ſpeaks of this Relation, it's under the Notion of a Fleſhly 
Relation, ſhewing that this Relation may be where they differ in 
the Spirit. Which words of his are true, only in thiscaſe, (to 
wit) that when a:Mananda Woman ſhall Marry both of them, 
Ying in the State of Nature at that time, and one. of them ſhall 
afterwards be Converted then notwithſtanding the Relation 
enght to be continued, but not begun as he inſinuates it may, ex- 
cept both be in the Faich, therefore in other Caſes Mr. T. begs 
the Queſtion, and quotes for proof, Mar. 5. 19. Mark, 10. 8- 
1 Coy. 7. 14. but howthoſe places proves what he affirms, he 
muſt be wiſer then l that can:tell. 

Fifthly, There is good reaſon why the Scripture doth menti- 
on, (and no more) a Man and his Wife to be one Fleſh, be- 
cauſe there's ro Relation makes one of twain, but this of Mar- 
rizge ; all other Relations may be one in Spirit, and Soul, as. 
Father and Child, &c. Yea, all the Saints ought to be of one 
Mind, and one Spirit, and' are, when the unity of the Spirit is 
kept in the bond of Peace ; but they, tho? of one Spirit, are 
not one Fleſh: it s Matrimony only that makes of twain one 
Fleſh, oneneſs: in Spirit and Soul ought to be firſt in them that: 
Marry and become one Fleſh : So it was with our firſt Parents, 
God that gave Man a V Vomanto be a Meet-help, did not give 
her a Spirit, nor Soul differing from him in inſtitutions, and to- 
be no help to him in the beſt things z to ſay ſo, is little leſs then 
to charge Almighty God with deſigning Adams hurt; yea, his 
fall, in giving him a V Vife of adifferent Spirit from his; Croſs 
and perverſe, as if ſhe were to be evendeſignedly a Thorne in 
his fide, and a ſnare to cauſe him to fall. wt 

F. lam thus far very well ſatisfied:that Mr. T.- miſtakes are 
great, and his aſſertions falſe, and that 1 may be yet more ſatis-- 

ed, - pray go to the next. 

E. His next is from Gen. 4. 26. and then he makes a ſtir, and 
faith Expoſitors are not agreed. about the Interpretation, and 


the 


therefore to conclude from that place, thoſe were the Church of God, Fol. 5+. 


Fol. 6, 
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the Sons of God, in oppoſition to carnal and Worldly men, 'is altoges 
ther unſafe, but then again he ſaith, it's uncertain to determine 
who thoſe Sons of God were, Gen. 6. 2. for he ſaith the Scrip- 
ture doth not explain what, nor who they were, nor from whence : 
and the Learned are nit agreed about it. But then after he hath 
raiſed the Mud, (by ſaying the Learned are not agreed) that 
we ſhould not ſee tothe bottom, he w_ forth another-opinion 
as ſtrange as untrue, that the Sons of God mentioned, Ger. 6. 
were a generation of Men, begot by Adam before his fall ; all 
this 24. D. hath anſwered, and I think ſufficiently ; yet for your 
content, 1 ſhall add alittle, 

Firſt, It would be a hard thing I ſuppoſe for 4-. T. to prove. 
that Adam did know his V Vife, or begeta Child before his fall, 
he ſhould firſt. a proved, that before he had-offered ſo ma- 
ny Impertinencies and Contradictions about it; beſides what A4-. 
Dem hath ſaid to refute him. Methinks Ger. 4. 1. ſeems not 
only to import that Cain was their firſt Son, 7 have gw a Man 
from the Lord, but that Adam knew not his V Vite before, and 
Adam knew Eve his Wife, and ſhe conceived and bare Cain : now 
this was after the fall, they had ſinne, God had told them what 
their puniſhment ſhould be, and they were driven out of the 
Garden of Eden before this, Ger. 3. therefore no- Generation 

egotten by Adam could Inhabit the Garden of Eden, all his ſeed 
was drove out with him, being yet in his Loines. | 

Secondly, The Sons of God Gey. 6. then undoubtedly muſt 
be underſtood to be the then Church of God, the godly who 
feared, and ſerved the Lord, and were ſeperated from the wick- 
ed, and ungodly, thoſe ſons of God ſaw that the Danghters of 
men were fair, and they took them wives of all which they choſe, 
Gen. 6. 2. See the Dutch Annotations for this upon, Gen. 6.2. 
they fay thus, Gods 'Sons locked on the Daughters of wen, by theſe 
Soms of God (fay. they) are underftood the poſterity of the faithful 
Fore-fathers (note thus) making profeſſion of the true Religion, and 
being with their Families (which conſtituted the Church of God) 
ſeperated from the unbelieving, and Carnal generation of Cain, 
(mark this alſo.) as onthe contrary by Daughters of men are prin- 
cipally underſtood thoſe of Cains Poſterity prattiſing Idolatry, and 
living after the fleſh : They were fair | Heb. Good] 4. e. fair, and 
they took them Wives out of all they had choſen(note this) Regarding 
onely the outward Beauty, and Worldly pleaſure, not the true Relt- 
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he further ſaith ſuppoſe this be a _ nay allowing that theſe 
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gion, and fear of the Lord, nor their honeſt Parents conſent. _ See 
Gen. 26. 34 35» | 


Dottor Babingtonalſo ſaith, rouching the firſt, it teacheth us Ste Dr. 


as I ſaid the great and grievous Grruptions of Man, who the more 
bound he #s for. Mercy to ſerve God truly, the more apt and prone he 
15 to offend him highly. | 

The Lord had now increaſed Mankind. and made them many 
to their great Comforts, if they could have vwſed it, and now with-, 
out all regard and thankfullneſs for ſuch his goodneſs, headily , and 
haſtily, wickedly and ungodly, they provoked him to anger and great 
diſpleaſure againſt them, by fleſhly following their own wills, and 
every Man Marrying 4s he beſt liked for outward Beauty, without 
regard of Gods likeing, and inward Virtue, the Sons of God, that 
the Children of the olly, ſaw the Daughters of men, that tvof 
wicked parents deſcended, ſuch as Cain was, that they were fair, 
and they took, them Wives of all that they liked. 

Here you ſcethat theſe learned Authors are not of Mr. Torys 
mind nor thoſe Fathers (as he calls them) named by him. 

This Fable of his(for ſo deſervedly it may becalled) rather 
becomes thoſe ſort of men that ſeek to make Religion odious, 
and the Scripture rediculous than any ſober man to publiſh. 

Thirdly, But one would wonder, if there were ſuch men in 
Eden as he dreams of, what ſhould come in their minds that they 
being in ſo goodly a place as Eden was, ſhould go out of it, 
knowing too , that their Father Adam, and there Mother Eve 
was drove out in Juſt Judgment for their Sin, could they ima- 
gin that they were drove out of Goodly Eder for their Sin, 
into a better place for their Puniſhment, for out of Eden they 
muſt come to ſee the Beauty ofthe Daughters of men, they could 
not go into Eden to ſhew them how fair they were, God ſet a 
Guard to wit Cherubims and a —_—_ Sword which turned 
every way to keep the Tree of Life, and I am apt to believe 
that if their were any innocent Generation of Adam left in 
Edenas there was not, they could no more come out of it, then 
his nocent Generation could pet into it, therefore this opinion 
he labours ſo much to prove true, doth prove both fatſe and re- 
diculous. - | 

F. Youdo Brother give me content indeed, I ſee more and 
more that there is no weight in what Mr. T. faith ; but now 


men 
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men were the fons of Seth, andthe Women wete the Daughters 
of Cain &c, | | 

Yet this would not prove thoſe Marriages finfull, or that the 
World was drowned, becauſe of thoſe Marriages, Pray give 
me ſome light in that. 

E. 1 ſhall do my. Endeavour ſo to. do. 

His reaſon is if thoſe Marriages were fſinfull then they were 
the breach of ſome Law, v hich he defires may be ſhown in 
Anſwer to ſeven queries which are theſe, 

. What Law they broke ? 

. When that Law was given ? 

. By whom it was given ? 

. Towhom it was given ? 

. Where it was given ? 

. The penalty for breaking it ? 

| -- 7. The.reward promiſed to thoſe that kept it ? 

« A patrcell of unlearned queſtions fitter to ſtumble the weak 
then to edifie them, and truly 1 fiad men void of truth, to dote” 
much about queſtions, but yet for their ſakes who are weak I 
will anſwer them, 

His firſt Querie is what Law they broke. 

I anſwer they broke the Law of God, he is the Law Maker 
yeathe Maker of all Lawsto his People, it was the Law of God, 
that the Sons of God broke in Marrying with the Daughters of 
men, a Law made by the Lord that ane of the Godh ould 
marry with the ungodly and ſuperſtitious, as is ife{t the 
Lord was grieved at it, he repents that he had. made Man. 
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What ſhould cauſe the Lord to repent that he had made man ? 


but Sin, which is the breach of a law, and what ſhould: grieve 


« him at his Heart, but the rebellion and: wickedneſs of: man? 


Was it-nat the Rebellion (which is as the Sin of Witch-craft) 
of Gods People that vexed his Holy Spirit ? 1/a.,63. 10. Yea 
and what ſhould kindle the wrath and anger of God againſt man 
fo much, as to take away his Pitty., and Compaſſion from him, 
that man and all other Creatures. muſt be deſtroyed from off the 
Earth , could any thing thus provoke the Lord but Sin ?+ yea 
and muſt _ jt not be a grievons. batefull. fin, teo, that ſhall thus 
move that God that is llow.to anger to.ſuch an unalterable reſo- 
lation to deſtroy man without pity, the Sin of the Godly im mar- 
rying with the ungodly is that Capital Sin that did all this, 
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more eſpecially than any other ; that: fills up their meaſare, 
makes them ripe for this wofu!l deftruftion; as alſo faith Dr 
Babington upon the ſame place. 

We ſee (faith he) bow grievons a thing nnequall Marriages be 
when the Godly with the Ungodly, the believing with the infidel, 
the Religious with the ſuperſtitions,' #re nnequally Yoked + ſurely 
even ſo grievous to God, ' that far this cauſe eſpecially, the whole 
world was diſtroyed by the Flond \, the Lord doth not change, he 
diſliketh it ſtill, it 14 a ſecret Poyſon that deſtroyed Virtue more 
ſpeedily than any thing. Onur Saviour himfelf ſums up the fin of 
thoſe times under two general Heads as the principal procuring 


© cauſe of their deſtruftion ; Luke r7. 26. 27, And as it was inthe 


Days of Noe, fo ſhall it be alſo in the Day of the Son of Man. 
They did Eat, they Drank, they Married Wives, they were given 
in Marriaze, untill the Day that Noe Entred into the Ark - and 
the Floud came and deffroyed them all. See Mat. 24. 37. 38. 
Eating and Drinking irtit ſelf was,. nor is no fin, but exceſſive, 
luttonous, voluptnous eating and drinking is ſinfull and very 
Tifpleaſing to the Lord. Even ſo Marrying wives, and giving 
in marriages was nor is in it ſelf no fin, but to marry contrary 
to the mind, and Lawof GoJ, was then and is now ſinfull, it 
was againft the mind and law.of God when the Godly with the 
ungodly, the Believing with the Infidel, the Religious with the 
ſuperſtitious ſhalt marry together, this 'was the Sin of the old 
world, the Sons of God ſaw that the Dau. hters of men were fair, 
and they took, them Wives of all they choſe. Gen. 6. 2, This 
grieved the Lord at his Heart, this brought the Flood upon 
them, | 
2. Querie is when that Law war given ? 

Lanſwer, it was given after the fall whenthere was a Church 
conſtituted, before the Sons of Gad took the Daughters ofmen 
and maderhem, their wives, the Law preceded the Fa&, the 
Juſt God did not makea Law after thedeed' done to make it'fin, 
bathe had made'it before, and given it before they lated after 
the Beauty of the Daughters of men, 'and had'tiken them wives 
of all that they choſe. "Which" Law they broke in'fo do- 
ing. y , 5 

3- Querie by whom 7 wat $i 

Anſwer. LN Lord, "twashislaw, fe' gave'it. . See my 
anſwer to the fir IE, On e > UI Worked 4 d. 4 
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4. Querie.. To whomit was given. 

Anſwer. To the Sons of God, the Church, who were the 
true worſhippers of God, this Law was given to them, that 
they muſt not marry the Daughters of. men, viz. the Idolatrous 
and ſuperſtitious. . 

5- Querie, Where it was given. | 

Anſwer... Out.of Eden in Aſia (moſt likely where the Church 
was gathered.and then or at.that time was. 

6. Querie.. The Penalty for breaking it. 

Anſwer. The Penalty was Death, they periſhed all of them 
by. the Flood, ſaving Eight Souls, 1 Pet. 3. 20. Theſe Died 
not by the Sword: of a Magiſtrate, but by the immediate hand 
of a grieved God\who ſhut up all Bowels of Compaſſion, their 
ſin was ſo great and highly provoking, that he deſtroyed them, 
even for this fin of marrying contrary to his Law, aad will, 
among the reſt of their ſins and wickedueſs. 

7. Querie. The Reward promiſed to thoſe that kept it. 

Anſwer... Peace here, and Eternal Life hereafter through 
Chriſt, He was promiſed Gez. 3. 15. And inhim (no doubt) 
the promiſe of Life to them that kept the Law of God. 

1 hus have l briefly anſwered his unlearned and impertinent 
queries. 

 F. I now ſeethereis nothing in his Queries, to whatl, and 
ſome others thought, and that they tend rather to vain jang- 
ling than Godly Edifiing. I pray you Brother proceed. 

E. In.the next place, he would have us conſider, that the 
At of marriage might be lawfull, and yet- the accident that 
might follow unlawfull. This may be true, but what is this to 
the purpoſe , ſuch a thing as this may be, a man that is a mem- 
ber ofa Church, believed, and looked upon by all his Brethren 
to be a faithfull Godly perſon, and he may marry lawfully a 
Siſter that is of the ſame Faith Pious and, Virtuous, and yet it 
may ſo happen that he may turn with the Dog to his vomit, and 
with the Sow. that. is waſhed. to the ay etry « in, the: mire. 
2 Pet. 2..22. And grow ſo wicked as to. beat her brains out, 
or cuther Throat. and this accident (if you will call it fa) isal- 
together unlawful , and ſinfull, and yet notwithftanding it thus 
prov'd their a&t in marrying was lawfull, -But- if a Believer 
ſhould-marry with, a woman that is an Unbeliever, that ver 
«in it ſelfis. untawful and is moſt commonly attended wit 


evil, 
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evil, (I will not call them Accidents) as the only wiſe God fore- 


13 


ſay ; for they will (faith the Lord) turn away thy Son from fol- 


er 


Kr, of me &c., See Deut. 7. 3: 4. And more the Lord ſaith, 
ball be Snares, and Traps unto you, and Scourges in your 


Sides, and T horns in your Eyes, &c. Joſh. 23. 13. Thetruth 
of which hath in our days been plainly made manifeſt, both by 
prattice and experience to the ruine of ſome Souls, and the wo- 
full condition others have been brought into by their ſo marry- 
ing, as their is many Examples of in our Days, but whatthcn 
do his four Tuſtances ſignifie, to what do they tend, but only 
to puzzle the minds and heads of the ignorant and weak, un- 
lawfull things may follow a lawfull A& ; But that. lawfull thing 
is no cauſe of the unlawfull A&. Such a thing is poſſible as 13 
ſhewee above, what then may men do unlawfull a&s, . becauſe 
ſomerimes unlawful things follow lawfull ads 3. no ſure no wiſe 


man will ſay ſo. 


But farther Mr. T. Saith its hard to conceive that theſe mar- 
riiges were (infull, if we confider that God blefſed them, 
with a great Bleſſing in giving them an honourable Off-ſpring, 


Gen. 6. 4. 


Firſt, Mr. T. 1 


rceive forgot here what he wrote before 


Pag. 7 where he calls them Prodigious Births , that here in the. 
9 Pag. He ſaith wasan honourable Off-ſpring, thinking there- 
by to juſtifie the lawfulneſs of the Sons of God, their taking 
them wives of the Daughters of Men. 

Secondly, wherein were they honourable, Gen. 6. 4. Saith 
there were Gyants in the Earth in thoſe Days, and alſo after that 
when the Sons of God came in unto the Daughters of Men, and 


they bare Children to them , the ſame became mighty men, which. 
were of o'd men of renown, Becauſe the Text faith they were. 


men of Renown, therefore I conceive Mr. T. Thinks they 
were an honourable Off-ſpring, in which he will ſee himſelf mi(- 
taken, if he conſult the Dutch Annotations upon that very verſe 
of thE6, of Gen. 4. There words are theſe. 

In thoſe days there -were Giants upon the- Earth, [ i. e. Men of 
taller atere and more ſtrength then others. Num. 13. 33- The 


| Hebrew word ſignifiing Giants 8 deduced from falling, in regard 
that they being fallen 


from God, fell upon Men wth all zuanner 


of Violence and Tyranny,. fearing neither God nor man, whereby 
every one that ſaw them grew dejetted, his beart and conrage fail-- 


ws 
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ing and falling to the ground, 4s it were before them. This mat- 
ter ts likewiſe brought 11 here, as apirticular Cauſe, and proucea- 
tion of Gods Wrath,] and thereafter alſo when Gods Sons were gons 
into the. Daughters of men, [or come, whereby # Modefily and fo- 
berly implyed the Cohabitation of Man and Wife, ] and had gotten 
to themſelves (Children) [or then they thoſe women namely did beay 
(children to their Huſoanas :7] theſe are the mighty (or powerful!) 
ones, that have been of old, Men of name | i. e. Famous and Re- 
nowned Men, who according to the Warlds Account and Judgment 
had atchieved great things. - By which Mr. T. may perceive 
that thoſe men or Giants he ſaith was an honourable © -ſpring, 
were rather an Abominable Off-ſpring in the hight of God, for 
their wickedneſs, tyranny and violence, they filled the Earth 
with Violence, Ger. 6. 11. And were only famous and re- 
nowned men, -in the then worlds account and judgment. 

But farther ſaith Mr. T. if theſe marriages were (infull, yet 
not the ſin for which God had defiroyed the- old world. 

Firſt, if Mr. T. meaning is that God did not deſtroy the 
old world for that only Sin. I know no man doth affirm he did, 
but mixt marriages was one ſin among the many, (and that not 
one of theleaſt) for which God did deftroy the. world as 1 have 
ſhewed above. 

Secondly, And to prove his aſſertion he brings fosth two rea- 
ſons without any force in them , Firſt, ſaith he theſe marriages i 
unlawfull, yet could they not be univerſal; and God doth not puni 
ſeverely and univerſally for the ſin of a few-as us plaininthe caſe of 


Sodom. Gen. 18. 3. | 
If ever there was a man that did affirm that God deſtroyed: 


the old world only for the ſm of mixt marriages, and that 
deſtroyed the world for the fin of his Children: in it only, Mr. 
T. hath almoſt by his reaſon confuted him, but there is, nor 
never was as 1 know, any man that ever did ſo affirm, there- 
fore his reaſon is inſignificant and not at all to his purpoſe. , But 
his ſecond reaſon is, the finfor which the world was drowhed, 
was not only great but univerſal, Mr. T. faith true in this, it 
was ſc, but withall Mr, T. muſt know that though they had 
ſinned univerſally, that Gods Children had ſmned particularly, 
and that grieved the Lord at his: Heart, and'alfo that: they fin- 
ned in that particularthing too, intaking wives: of: the Davgh- 
ters oimen, then God repents he had made man, when his ſons 
ſinned, 
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ſinned, and reſolves unalterably to deſtroy man and beaſt, the 
ſin of his own went near his Heart, the Lord doth not find Ten 
Rightcous in the world, none but Noe and his Family, Eight 
Souls faved by water, theſin of mixt marriages then you ſee was 
a particular and ſpeciall cauſe of Gods wrath 

And thenlaſtly Mr. T, makes a flouriſh, though all we ſay be 
true ſaith he, yet there 1s no Rule to excommunicate members for it, 
God-is Tudge and Executioner, and you mit have a Precept, and 
Precept you have none. 

To which1 ſay that there was none to execute judgment ex- 
cept they ſhould one wicked man puniſh another. For there was 
nota Righteous man left but Noah, they were all corrupted. 
Therefore God muſt puniſh them himſelf , Noah was not able. 
But whether we have a Precept or no to excommunicate ſuch as 
ſa in marrying, we ſhall ſpeak toinits place and notwithſtanding 
his Confidence, prove there is precept for the ſame. 

F, You have well ſatisfied me in this thing about the Sons of 
God, in, who they were, that their ſin was great in marrying the 
Dar ghters of men, that it was a cauſe of the drowning of the 
world, &c. Now l prays fet me hear your judgment in the 
reſt, and I hope I ſhall receive full ſatisfa&tion thereby. 


E: Yeal ſhall examine Mr Tortzes Book farther. And I find F2!. 10... 


that Mr. T. having ſtated a queſtion after his own mind, ex- 
plains his meaning, ſaying. by Inſtitutions he means under the 
law, Circumciſion, and the Paſſover, &c. 

And under the Goſpel he means Baptiſm, breiking of Bread, 
and laying on of hands, but as Mr. D. ſaith, why not Repen- 
rance and Faith, doth he not hold them to be inſtitutions; God 
poſitively commands all men every where to repent, As 17. 
30, VVell bat take himas he hath writ, ſee what it will amount 
to, perſons differing about Baptiſm may marry, he holds, viz. 
They that were ſprinkled being Babes, which is no Baptiſin, 
and the perfons ſo ſprinkled who are for all that, ſtill unbaptiſed 

erſons, ;yet is it lawfull for thoſe that are baptiſed according to 
the will of Chriſt and the truth of the Coſpel, to marry with 
them that never were baptized as he holds. 

So touching the Lords Supper, thoſe that differ about that In- 
ſtitution he wilt ſay , may lawfully marry ; the Papiſts, they 
hold the bread is tranſubſtantiated, being Conſecrated by the 
Prieſt, and isthe very reall Body or Fleſh of Chriſt, therefore 
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is the bread by the Papiſts believed to be a God, or the ſecond 


Perſonin the Trinity, and they own it to be their God and Savi- 
our, and accordingly they reverence and worſhip the Hoſt, what 
is this but Idolatry, and yet Mr. T. holds, that a true Chriſtian that 
holds and pradtiſeth that ſacred Inſtitution of the Lords Supper 
in the purity of it may marry with a papiſt, (or elſe he ſaith no- 
thing) that is an [dolater, and then if ſo pray why not with one 
that makes hima God of V Vood, Stone, Gold or Silver, or that 
worſhipeth the Hoaſt of Heaven, even a Pagan,an Infidel or anv. 
ſo-that in very deed it will amount to what Mr. Dern faith in the 
queſtion ſtated by him in the 15 Page of his Book. (viz) Whe- 
ther a contract of marriage, made between two perſons of diffe- 
rent perſwaſions in all matters of Religion, be lawfull or unlawful. 

Mr. T. muſt ofneceſſity take the affirmative of this as well 
as his own, which tho more darkly laid down, yet have given 
you the truth of his Judgment. V Vhich he maſt be forced to 
own, or elſe give a more plain and candid explanation of his 
own mind. FEtg 

F. You have well opened his queſtion, I ſee he hath alarge 
latitude the truth is, I ſee more and more of his ſubtilty, but 
pray $0 on. 

E. 1do not ſce but that Mr. Dem hath anſwered Mr. T. 
fully enough, about his anſwering the care, the virtuous had to 
avoid the marrying of their Children to the People of the Land, 
what Mr. T. ſaith in that, is not worththe taking notice of more 
than Mr. D. hath already done, indeed that which is moſt 
worthy the noting and anſwering is his bold and poſitive affirm- 
ing that, what they did to wit, Abraham for his Son Tſaac, 
and 7ſaac for his Son Facob. In their care to provide wives for 
them was not upon a Religious Acconnt, but ſure I am faith 
Mr. T. not upon the account of Religion, and although Mr. D. 
hath taken the pains to anſwer him 'more at large, yet in few 
words let me tell you it is plain, and undeniable, that their care 
to marry their Chiidren was upon a religious account,' by the 
words of Rebecca to Tſaac, 1 am (ſaith ſhe) weary of my Life, 
becauſe of the Daughters of Heth, if Jacob take a wife of the 
Daughters of Heth, ſuch as theſe which are of the Daughters of 
#he Land, what good ſhall my Life do me. Gen. 27. 46. VVas 
not this a Religious Care in Rebecca, upon what account ſhould 
ſhe thus ſpeak but on a religious one, it is more then probable 


that 
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that Zacob might find wong the daughters of Heth as beautiful,as 
wealthy, yea in all worldly reſpetts as good accommodations 

among the daughters of Heth as in the Family of Laban, being 
wealthy Propie,hay ng poſſeſſions, able to give to Abraham a bu- 

rying plice for his dead, nor were they ſuch Enemies to Abraham 
that they did not think him fitto live, for they were ready and 

willing to give him freely a burying place for hiz dead, a great 
kindneſs, in v h ch mych love they ſhewed to Ab: avama ſtranger 

amongſt them, though Abraham would and did. purchaſe it with 

his Voay,this wasin Hebron in the Land of Cazaan Gen.23.Read 

the whole Chapter. They were Canaamtes, irteligious or ido'a- 

rers, and thatis the cauſe of Febecca”s care leſt her Son ſhould join 

in affinity with Idolaters, yea farther, Eſa« though he had ſold his 
Birth-right, and had loſt his Fathers bleſſing, yet his marrying cf 
Judith the Daughter of Beezs the Hittite, and Baſhemarh the 

Daughter of Elon the Hittite was a grief of mind unto Iſaac and 
Rebecca, Gen. 26. 34, 25. 

Any wordly diſadvantage that Eſau had in his taking theſe 
women to witt, could not bethe cauſe of Iſaac's and Rebecca's 
grief, for he waxed Rich uponit, as appears Ger. 33. 9. God- 
ly Parents may grieve for the Poverty of their Children, for 
their ill fortunes in the world, but Iſaac and Rebecca had no cauſe 
to grieve for Eſau in that reſpec, that which is the _— 
cauſe of -griefto Godly Parents, is to ſee their children ſtuborn- 
ly rebcl againſt God and them, then wiil they grieve for their 
Souls, > 4a they miſcarry in the beſt things, when they fin 
againſt God, and calt off True Religion, this is cauſe of grief, 
when they haye no regard to Gods Law, this cauſed 1ſzac, and 
Rebecea to grieve for Eſau, he married finfully and irreligioufly. 

F. The thing is plainenough, that u>on the account of Rely. 
ligion the Patriarchs care was to chooſe wifes for their Sons, I 
ſce it is not. good to be ſo confident as Mr. T. is in this matter. 
But pray ſpeak to the ſecond, to wit the command of God. 

E. 1fhall, butit would make one almoſt blaſh to. think, what 
a ſhame it is to Religion for a man to ſay (that cautions are no 
commands at all in a proper ſence, but that they. rclate. to pru- 
dent, and Politick Government. VVhere he puts no difference 
between one caution and another : but gael hints, that cau- 
ſions are no commands at all ; &c. I have indeed heard ſome 
ſay (and have heard of more) Athciſts, and Ranters that have 

| C 


ſaid 
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ſaid the Scripture. was politickly writ by ctafty men, (who 
would make themſelves great} to keep the people in ſubjeQtion 
to them; but for a man profeſling Religion , to fay that which 
is ſolike tothoſe wicked men, may cauſe ſhame and ſorrow. of 
heart. 4 
But Second:y, are not cautions conimands, though 'they do 
ſound in words ſomething different from ſuch Phraſes as theſe, 
thou ſhalt do no Murder, and negatively thus, Thou ſhalt not 
ſteal. &c. VVhat ſhall we niake of that in Foſh. 23. 11. Take 
ood heed therefore unto your ſelves that you lave the Lord your God. 
Joth this caution relate only to prudent and politick government, 
or is it not as truly, and in its proper ſence a command, as what 
Chriſt ſaith, thou ſhalt lovethe Lozd thy.Gcd, with all thy Heart, 
this is the firſt and great Commandment. Mat, 22. 37, 38, Surc- 
ly to fove the Lord is our great duty , and the duty enforced as 
powerfully in cautional, termes, when ſo Hiven, take beed that 
you love, &c. As when in poſitive expreſlions, thou ſhalt love, 
&c:. And the caution equivalefit' with the poſitive command, 
the Lord had before time politively commanded Iſrael tolove 
him, then can 7oſhxahs caution [take heed] be (though not 
anew) yet the ſame command brought. afreſh to their minds, 
what God before had poſitively commanded, zeither ſhalt thou 
make marriages with them : th I Di bters. thou ſhale not grve unto 
his Son, nor hu Daughters ſhatt thou take unto thy Son, Deut. 7. 3. 
Here the Lord is politive, neither ſhalt thow make marriages with 
them ;, &c. Again are not. cautions commands, what ſhall we 
make of this then, take heed Brethren leſt there be in any of you an 
«vil heart of unbelief in Ep erting from the Living God. Heb. 3. 
12. See Mat. 24. 4. V Vasthis caution given by the Spirit of 


God, and doth it relate wy to prudent and politick govern- 


ment, and is it no evil in, it ſelf; not no breach of a poſitive com- 
mand for Betievers to'be heedleſs, and negligent"in their chriſti- 
an duties,. ang ſo ſuffer an evil heart of unbelicf to;,be in them, 
and thereby to depart from the Tiving God, is unbelief no.fin, 
and to depart fromthe living God no ſin, - no , breach of Gods 
Law ?” Be aſtoniſhed Q ye Heavens at this, and be'horwehly afraid, 
be ye very deſolate ſaith the Lord, for my People have committed 
two evils, they have forſakey me'the, Fountain. of livmg waters, and 
hewed them out Cifterns » broken Ciſterns that watt old: no water. 
Jer, 2.12413, To depart from-God is an- aſtoniſhing fin," the 


ſin 


— TW wy hates. 4 


—_— LAG 
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_ fin of fins, the moſt grievons. God provoking” Soul damning 


ſin, and yet prohibited, or forbid ao'otherwiſe: then. with a rake 
heed Brethren, &c. in Heb. g. 12.  bargt: 

* Thirdly, You ſee that the Ford is poſitive, thou! ſhalt not make 
marriages with them, thy Daughter ſhalt (:::e) rhou not gave unto 
his Son, nor take hu Daughter unto thy ſon.  Deut, 7.3. -As po- 
ſitive in this, ' as in Exod. 20. ver. 7. Thou ſbalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain; verſe 13. 14. Thou ſhalt not kill, 
thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. &c. | / Wh 

Therefore that which you ought to take notice of 'is, that 
though cautional prohibitions, ſeem not to carry the ſame Au- 
thority with them, in phraſe, or manner of ſpeaking, as that 
which is given in poſitive terms doth, yetthey have the ſame au- 
thority and enforce the Duty equally with poſitives, becauſe 
they are grounded upon poſitive laws, as for Example, rake good 
heed therefore" unto your felves that you love the Lord your God, Jof. 
23, 11, This caution is grounded upon a Commandment, or 
poſitive law ; Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy beart, 
and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind, this is the Firſt and 


great Commandment (aith our Saviour. Mat. 22. 37, 38. 


Than no man that is in his right mind, and of a willing heart 
to obey the Lord, will thus ſhuffle and ſay, that cautions are 
no commands at all, and to inſinuate they do not relate to piety 
and devotion, doth it not relate to piety and devotion , that we 
ſhould love the Lord our God, and that we: ſhould take heed 
leſt their be an evil heart of unbelicf in us, in” departing from 
the living God, ſure it doth: in the higheſt degree, even ſo are 
cautions of like authority in this thing now under debate; as that 
in Joſh. rake good beed unto your ſelves, that you love the Lord your 
God, elſe if you in any wiſe go back, and-cleavg tothe Remnant of 
theſe Nations, eventheſe that remain among-you, and ſhall make 
marriages with them, and go inunto them, and they m_ : Kiow 
for acertaimy, that the Lord your God will no more drive out any 
of theſe Nations from before you ;, but they ſhall be Snares and Traps 
unto you, and ſcourges in your ſides, and Thorns jn your Eyes, un- 
til you periſh from off this good Lang, whith the Lord your God 
bath gruen you. Joſh. 23. 11, 12,13. This is ouly a cautions 
will Mr. T.-fay, and cautions if rightly conſidered, are ns tom- 
mand: at all in a proper ſence, but conhidering that Zoſhnahs cau- 
tion is grounded upon a __ law or command of God, hut | 

2 | alt 
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ſhalt not make marriages with them, thy Daughter thou ſhalt not 
give to his. Son, nor bis Daughter ſhalt than take tothy Son, Devr. 
7. 3. It hath the like preceptive authority,” as. where-mixt marri- 
ages is in poſitive terms forbiddemvr prohibited. .. * 
Fourth'y, But Mr. T. faith they relate only to prudent and 
politick Government, as may appear from the ſence. of the 
words, which adviſerh (ſaith he). to forbear theſe marriages not 
as God enjoyns ather things, becauſe they were Abominations,” Le- 
vit. 18. 22. ver. 21. Chap. 20. 1. 2,344, 5-6. Well: what 
haye we here,:becayiſe they were abominations, implying that 
mixt marriages is no Abomination, Hick | 
Suppoſe mixt marriages be no where.ſaid tobe anabominati- 
on, doth it follow theretore that it isno fin, or that cautions pro- 
hibiting ſuch marriages, do relate to.no more than prudent and 
politick Government:-: enrol 90100 1 balmor ze 4961 
Pray where is Theft or Stealing ſaid. to bean abomination, 
yet lhope Mr. T. will not fay that ſtealitig, was forbid only, rc- 
lating to | prudent and” politick government, and :that it is ng 
breach of Gods law, and conſequently no fin to ſteal, I am ſiite 
Mr. T. will:not ſay fa z! thongb.b will not ſay: but all Gods taws 
are prudential, God -inhis: mknite:| wiſdonI.made' this 'Zaw, 
(as alſoall:other) that: hks:peopleithautthrbt- joyminaffinity with 
the Nations. > SLUT ORCS! £2 
Mr. T. further adds,netthenas God forbids killing and ſtealing, 
thou-ſhalt not kills thaw (balt not ſteals have fhewed above that 
God hath forbid mixt marriages as heforbids ' killing; 'and Real 
mg». Thowſhalt not make marriages —— Dans liter ' ſhalt 
thon not" grve unto his San, 'nor take his 'D er-unto thy Som; 
Thus you ſee God forbids the one, -as-. he forbids the other : 
But Mr. 7. forms you areaſonfor. it, whereinhe roundly begs 
the queſtion, becanſe kslling.and;/tealing are eviliin their own na- 
ts, but God(4aith he) {arbodenbs ſe marriages 48 athing that was 
not4n it ſelf evils, but might tendbte.evil; ok opera dooy tororh © 
lagain affirm that God'doth-pofitively fotbid"migt marriages, 
thus hate not make mnarivages with them ; 'and to be 'diſobedient 


- toſuch alaw ſo politive is:n, itſelf evil, and it'is true it-doth al- 
:{o tend,, and open a Door to more.evil,; as. going-avwhoting af- 
ter other. Godsy ng ryner ey and dew 

thi 


to more evil, as1yings. the-tiuet will lie and ſaith he- hack ibviorg 
yea and to mutder as oft experience proves,” and theti we'rtiy - 
| - lay. 
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ſay ; if what Mr. T. faith be true, that ftealing in it ſelf is no 
evil, a man that robs his neighbour doth no evil, commits no 
lin, provided he do confeſs, and do not lye, indenying he ſtole, 
and provided when he breaks into his neighbours houſe, or robs 
on the High-way, he doth not kill them, nor any of them he 
robs, this is as concluding as what Mr. T. ſaith in his reaſon, 
and then farther if we reaſon this as Mr. 7. doth the other, how: 


will it look inthe ſight of all ſober moral- men, neither ſhalt thou py | ,- 


ſteal, and why, not becauſe it is a fin and an abomination, but 
becauſe it may draw away-thy Heart to. commit murder, and 
tolye, it may bea Temptation to thee to lye and kill, yeaand 
many more evils beſides, know for a.certain it will be a Snare to 
thee not-a ſin,” not an.immorality in thee,. but a_ Snare to thee, 
thy heart may be drawn away by. it, to murder or commit ſome 
other. abaminable fin, which ſtealing tends,” and opens a door to. 
Thereforeit.isgood thou ſhouldeſt: not ſteal, -though nd fin in 
it felf, but nay tend toevil,, or ts the opening a Door to Evil. 
Such Reaſoning as.this is void of Reaſon, if ngt. ſinful arguing; 
and yet; thus; doth-Mr.. T. argue an the cafe of Mixt-Marria- 
We haven ſaying.enc. ovil Eitam goes alone, it hath more 
attending it, .as/Drunkenneſs, | what varieties of evils doth that. 
tend and opena Door to'? as Lying, Swearing, Curſing, Dam- 
« ning,  Blaſpheming, Adultery,” Murder,. abuſe of /Wife, and: 
Children, neglect of providing for. them, nay, impoveriſhing of. 
them, which-1s to deny the, Faith, and to be -worſe then an Infi- 
del. Shall we ſay then, that Drunkenneſs. is po_Evil in it ſelf, 
if the Drunkard keep hisheart with .God, (as ſome Drunkards: 
will ſay they do) and commit none of theſe above mentioned fins,. 
God forbid, - Drunkenneſs is in- it, ſelf although no other ſms 
ſhould attend'it, a very great (in, .one of the {ins of the,o]Jd world. 
Licke 19.27. As was Mixt Marriages, as 1; liave 'above pro- 
ved-/. * | Sg te vs 
Texts (prohibiting Mixt- Marriages, is no ather but apart of the 
Politick Law, given ta 1ſract, which altered and became ſtronger 
cr weaker by Occaſion, and. Gr. umſlance;:. of which. kind of Laws: 
Iſrael had many.' Sao ET 

4 ſhall only inftance in. twe,' ſaith; Mt: T._ The: firſt' is Devuts. 
20; 19,. When thou ſbalt beſiege aGty a long time, in making ns 
ag air 


But Mr. T. Again faith, that the matter contained in theſe Fol. 14:: 
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ar ainſt it to take it, thou ſhalt not detroy the Trees thereof by for- 
* Cing an Ax againſt it. | | 

And why (faith Mr. T.) not becauſe the thing was ſmfull, but 
becauſe thou mayeſt eat of them. 

Deth he not worthyly conclude for negatively, not becauſe 
it is ſinfyll, but Affirmatively, becauſe thou mayeſt eat of them, 
then it ſeems if Mr. Tory be right, God may command and J/- 
rael not obey, and it will beno fm: if Mr. T. had lived at that 
time, he would have taught Diſobedience enough to 1/-ae! : 
was S2uls ſparing the beſt of the Sheep, when God comman- 
ded him to ſlay them, 1 Sam: 15. 9. Such a fin, heightened to 
ſuch a degree of greatneſs, and abomination, that God reje&ed 
him from being King over 1ſrael.  (Nothwithſtanding Sawls ex- 
cuſe) by Samet as you may, ſee, ver, 22. 23. Behold (faith Sa- 
7141) to obey 15 betrty then Sacrifice, and to thearken thin the Fat 
of Rams, for Rebellion (ſaith he is as the Sin of 'Witeh-Craft, and 

tzebornneſs 1s as Iniquity, and Jdolatry, becauſe thou haſt rejetted 
the word of the Lord, he hah alſo rejetted thee from being King. 
And isit no finto cut down: thoſe Trees, when God had com- 
manded them not to cut them dn, ſee I pray you how the Lord 
doubles this command ; -And thon ſhalt not exthem down; for the 
Tree of the Field is mans Life, who fecth not that hath any ſight, 
that to diſobey God in cutting down theſe Trees is immoral, 
and a breach x that Law, that ſaith thou ſhalt not Kill, for if he 
that luſteth after a Woman doth commit Adultery with her in his 
Heart, then for a Man to concieve evil, and to have'a malivious 
intent to take away the Life-of his Neighbour, or Brother, is 
fin, .and the Breach of a Moral Law, althongh he never actually 
May Him, . much more then would it tend to Murder,” and be a 
P;cach of that Law which faith thou ſhalt not Kill, for the 1ſ-ae- 
lite; to cut down the Trees of the Field under that Circumſtance, 
namely. when they had Befieged'a City 4 'becatiſe the Trees of the 
Field is mans life, to cut them down then in a fiege, wereto 
take away and. deſtroy- that which -was to ſupport mins life : 
but ſaith Mr. T. not that it was ſinfull to cut them down, pray'is 
it not cqually a fin to deſtroy that which Goda commands to be 
ſpared, as it isto ſpare” that which God commanded ſhould be 
deſtroyed, as Saxl did to his Ruine. But I would know of Mr-- 
T. when, and where God told him that Mixt-Marriages. in it 
{If is not ſinful, and whenhe told him that to cat rhe —_— Y 


God commanded 7ſrae! they ſhould not cut, down, was not ſin- 
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fall. Sure Mr. T. is become ſtrangly preſumptious;: this is al- 


moſt to: become a Competitor with . God, if not to controul, 
and contradid him. This may ſuffice for the other Text, 
Dent. 22/8. What I havealready ſaid may well ſerve the ratio» 
nal, for an anſwer to both. 

But Mr. T. will ſecond it with this conſideration, they were 4s 
well cautioned from making any- other Covenant with them, as the 
Covenant of Marriage, it is granted, but what of that, doth it 
prove that thoſe' Laws were only politick, and the breach of 
thoſe laws not finfull, would it not have been a ſin, if 1/-aei had 
made any Covenant with them, or had fpared any -alive, that 
God commanded them to:deſtroy, as Saul did the Sheep, and 
Agag. Whatis this tothe purpoſe ? Mr. T. ſhould prove that 
the Law againſt Mixt-Marriages is only politick, 'and that it is-no 
- to break them, for that is his work here, and nothing elſe in 

is place. d | | | 

An Thirdly, (he faith) the People are miſtaken, as wellas the 


Fol. I 5, 


thing, 'in c=nchuding, that [/-ael was forbid to. Marry with al} Fo% 15: 


Nations inthe World ; the miſtake it ſeems is, that God. did 
only forbid Martiages with the Seven Nations; and 'not with all 
the Nations of the World. Dew. 7. 1:2, 3. And the Seven 
Nations are, *the Hittites, and the Girgaſbites, and the Amuio- 
rites, and the Carnanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivnes,. 
aud the Tebuſner, Seven Nations 'greater , and mightier ther 
. thox | | a 

Thatthe Chilgren of 1/-ael were forbidden to marry with 
theſe Seven Nations is true, but thatthey were not forbidden ta. 
Marry . with __ m___—_ . pays vr ; for we find _ 
9,1, That t cople ſinned in — es, with the 
Ammomntes, the Mb ebites, and the .Egypriaxi, which three Na- 
tions were not of the Seven, and e Three God did not 
command Iſrael to deftfoy, as he did the Seven, for as Mr. T. 
Confeſſeth an Anmonite-and Mazbite ſhally\ or may enter into 
the Houſe of the 'Lord in the Tenth Generation, Dear. 23. 3. 
And there was ſome reaſon- for it, becauſe Ammon and Idoab 
were the Sons of Lot, inceſtiouſly-begotten by Lor, upon his 


own Da ters 3 Gen, 19. 36, 37% 38: They-were ſomewhat: 


related to! H/raet for Lot was Harams Son; who was the Brother 


of Abritham, Grn- 1.27. Yet for all that 4ſ7aed\wolt not join 
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aſbinity with Amon nor Moab,: as you ſce Exra 9. 1. Solfracl 
was commanded not to abhor an Edomite, the Reaſon is, for he ts 
thy Brether, nor an Egyptian, becauſe thou waſt a firang er in his 
Land ; Deut. 23.7. Yet /ſrae! muſt not make Marriages-with 
them as apppears, not only from what is ſajd in Exre, -but alſo 
in i King. 11. 12 But King Solomon loved many ſtrange wo- 
men, together with the Daughters of Pharoah, Women. of the 
Moabites, Ammenites, (which two laſt came of Lots ſons) Ede- 
mites, ( which came: of: Eſau, Facobs Brother) Zidonians and 
Eg yptians, note here is exprefled Five Nations more then the Se- 
ven before mentioned, and therefore I think the miſtake is in 
Mr. T.; for none of theſe Five Nations the Children of 1/-ae/ 
were allowed to marry with, no more than the ſeven they were 
commanded rodeltroy, for faith the Text of theſe Nations, conr- 
cerntng which” the Lord ſaid unto the Children of 1ſrael, ye (ball nat 
90 inunto them, neither -ſball they come” in unto you; for ſurely they- 
will turn away yeuar hearts after their Gods, Solomon clave tothoſe. 
in Love, the taking of theſe to wife was a Treſpaſs, ſee Ezra. 
9. 4. A forfaking Gods Commandments, ver. 10. Li, 12. 14. 
See Neh. 13.23. 24, 25. 26, 27. verſes. | 

Pray hear what Mr. Arſworth faith. of making Marriages, or, 
joining in afſimity, by way of Marriagethis toncerned not the Seven. 
Nations only, but all the Heathens , Ezra 9. 1,2. The Hebrews 
ſay an Iſraelite that lieth with an Heathen Woman of any other Na- 
rion., by way .of Marriagesy or.- an Iſtaclite that ſo lieth with an 
Heathen Man, they are to be beaten by the Law ; whether it be of. 
the Seven Nations, or any.ather People; it is, witnan this probubition, 
and ſo it is expounded - by Ezra. - Mr, Anſworth, in theſe words 
agrees. you ſee with us,” ſaying alſo they that: baned. in taking 
ſtrange Wives were to bebeaten by the Law, and it is probable 
thatit-was ſoamongp the Jews, for it is ſaid that Nehemuab ſmote 
fome of them, it comes in-thus, in thoſe days alſo ſaw I Jews that 
bad Married Vives of Athdod,of Ammon; .and of Moab, pray 
note by the way that Ajhidod wasa City, and Province of the Phr- 
liftins,- and when the Philitins rok, the ark,of Gods", and brought 
it from Eben-Ezer unto Aſhdod,. i. e., the City, '1 Sam.F. 1, then 
the Philiſtians brought the-ark of God unto the Honſe of Dagon, bug 
Dagpon fell before tht ark, thereforeneither the Prieſt of Oy | 
nor any that came / 1yto _ Henſe tread on the. hold of 
Dagon iz Aſhdod to this &ay : veric 2, 3, 4,5- Now you arcto 
. note 


| 
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\ note that the Philiſtians were not of the Seven Nations that God 
commanded the /ſraelites to deſtroy, yet. to' marry Wives of 
Aſbdod who were Philiftians was a liny- as farther appears from 
the words - of Nehemiah, and therefore I proceed ; and their 
Children ſpakg balf in the Speech of Aſhdod, and. could not ſpeak. 
'mthe Jews Language, but according to the Language of eachpeo- 
ple.” And I (faith Nehemiah) contended with them, - and curſed 
them; and ſmate certain of them. (Note that) and pluckt of their 
Hair, and made them ſwear by God, ſaying ye ſhall nat give your 
Daxghters unto their Sons, nor take TE Daughters Knto you 
Sons, or for ſelves. * Nehem. 13.23, 24, 25. By all which 
it ancontroulably appears, that the 1ſraelstes were not to make 
Marriages with the Seven. Nations only, but were . forbid the 
ſame with all other Nations beſides; . although 1ſ-ael was com- 
manded not to abhor ſome other Nations , nor to deſtroy them 
for the reaſons the Lord himſelf gives, yet it is plainand unde- 
_ niable that it was their fin to make Marriages with them,. which 
ſhews itto be upon a Religious Account they were forbidden 
the ſame. # 

But yet Mr. T.-hath a Fourth, wherein. he faith, there was 
great Reaſon why the Zews ſhould make no Covenant with thoſe 
people of the Seven Nations, - and that out of ftate policy as well 
as Religion, and gives you four of them, but to what purpoſe, 
he blots papergand:troubleth his Reader with them, Ido not 
underſtand,: for who-doth he think, will affirm. that the. only 
Wiſe God commanded- any thing of his People, but there was 
peat Reaſon for his ſo commanding them, but. I cannot paſs it 
by, -but muſt takemotice that Mr. T. is conſtrained here to con- 


all led man, | | 
the Ranters , that hold —_— ſelf is ſinfull,. fay the ſame, 
and give you reaſons for it, of 
Let me give youamong many _ og 


mace would bayeſlain ne another, had they not been.reft: 
fu Laws ant here might Been a pops ro 


F 


16; 
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their wasa moltiphying or increaſing, and ſo the deſign of God 
fruſtrated, which was to make of Abrahama great Nation, for 
number as the Sand of the -Sea which could not be numbred, 
and by that means they would be difabled, and made uncapa- 
ble to overcome, and ſubdue their Enemies ; and fo the pro- 
miſe made of no effeft, which the Lord made to Abraham ; 
Gen. 17.8. And Iwill give unto thee, and thy Seed after thee, 
the Land whereinthou art a Stranger, all the Land of Canaan for 
an Everlaſting Poſſeſſion ,, and 1 will be their God, Then may it 
as fairly be concluded , that moral Zaws were but giveu out 

'of ſtate Policy, and that it is not in it ſelf (infull to Kill, nor to 

ſteal, as the Ranters will ſay ; though Mr. T, will not fo ſay in 

this caſe of Killing and Stealing, yet he doth fo fay in the caſe of 

Marriage. Therefore by this is ſhewn the weakneſs and im- 
ertinency of Mr. Ts. reaſoning, being nothing to the thing in 
and. 

But yet I muſt take ſome notice of his fifth Reaſon, wherein 
he ſaith we arc miſtaken in the extent of the Word, for | will prove 
faith he, that the Jews might marry with ſuch people of other N- 
tions, as were uncireumeiſed, his Reaſon is ebe- words of the prohi- 
bition (or caution) expreſſing no other people then the SevewN ations, 
and they are expreſy named, as hive been (hewed already.” Deut, 
7:1.2,3. And 1 haveſhewed above , that though no more be 
expreſſed by name, Denr. 7. 1.2, 3. Yet moreare exprefſed by 
name in Ezra'9, 1. and Neb. 13.23; 1 Kings 11. 1. And 
theſe Nations alfo 1ſ-ae/ finned in'making Marriages with, as all 
thoſe places ſhew, and'theſe 'Nations by 'name' were 'the Mav& 

| bites, and Ammonites, the Edomites and Zidonians, 1 King. 

T1. 1. and the Egyptians Ezra 9. 1. and the Philiſtians, Vehs. 

13.23. Nations in number ſix, beſides the Seven Nations 1ſr46- 

el was - 42am to deſtroy, that 1att*was not to joynin affi- 

nity with. | | L iloTo, yy 
| And be faith it appears fromthe different roſpett they were to bear 
ro theſe People, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Edomite, 
| Ts ſhewed without all peradventure, that the Children 6f 

Iſrael were not'to Marry with'theſe Nations; but were, it*s true, 

aerry dra but to grvethem & for the Reaſon thac 

oP: | 


Codgiy acl, thou ſhalt not abhor- an. E bee om 
Brather, thou ſhalt net abher as Egyptian, becauſe thou waſt ;: © 


Stranger 


The unlawſulneſ3 of mixt' Marriages. 27 
Stranger in his Land. Dent. 23.7. Bat by this" it doth not ap- 
pear that the Zews might make Marriages with theſe Nations, 
but the contrary doth plainly, that they might not Marry with 
them, as hath been ſhewed, but this plainly appear from 
the reſpett that God commands Iſrael. to - bear' them, . that they 
were chiefly (ifnot' only) commanded- not to make Marriages 
with them, - upon a religious account, becauſe they were Idola- 
ters, and uncircumciſed, - _ | 

_ Again he faith itappears from themany Marriages that were 
made ivith the uncircumciſed,, and-ſome -of them by men moſt 
eminent in the Church of the Zews; and he begins firſt with Sheſe rol. 18. 
han,' now Sheſhan had no Sonts, but Daughters 1 and Sheſhathad 

a Servant an Egyptian whoſe name was Jarha, and Sheſhan gave 

his Daughter to Jarha his Servant to Wife, and ſhe' bare bim Attai. 
1 Chron. 2, 344 36.; Mr. T. would make this place if-he could 
to prove that 1frael tnade Marriages with the uncircumciſed, 
firlt 7 arhs an Egyptians was Sheſhans Servant, and. the. 
Servants of che Zews wete circumciſed, for ſo' God ed 
FT yg Gen. $7: 338 13. _ 12, os ad therefore 
Sheſhan might lawfully marry hi er to 7arha. Secondly, 
Tarha's Seed is 6M among 'the reſt in. Genalogie, which 
wan not have been, had not 7arha been profeclited to the Fews 
is Second inſtance . is Solomons taking to Wiſe-Phgradbs 


then is far from provit 


he brings it for, notwi his 


. 2 Sai 3, 3» 
| lawfully - 
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paſſeth it by in filence, and as for Moſes his Two V Vives they 
might alſo be proſelited according to the Law, elſe it were 
ſtrange that a Lawgiver ſhould in his own perſon be the ſame 
Law breaker,and conſider too how much he reproved it in others, 
Numb. 2:5. And though God doth juſtifie doſes againſt Þ aror, 
and Miriam, yet it doth not appearthat he juſtifies in him, his 
Marrying with-the Erhiopian V Voman, far the Lord ſpake not 
a word of that, as Mr. Dern hath ſaid, and as I further fay God 
reproves Aaron, and Miriam for villifyng' and ſpeaking irre- 
vently to Moſer, as he was the Miniſter of Godly and in ſuch an 
Honorable Office asto be the Mouth of God, to all the Zords 
People, and to receive Laws from the Mouth of God, and-de- 
liver tkem te /ſ-ael. T his ſomewhat refleed upon the Lord: 
_ himſelf, - and- therefore his Anger was kindled againſt them, 

Numb. 12.9. Andin this the Lord iuſtifies Moſes, ſaying my 
ſervant Moſes is not ſo, who is faithfull in all mine Hovufe.' ver. 7. 
and if ſo Moſes did notMarry an Erhyopjan V Voman, that was 


no proſclite, for that had: been unfaithfulnefs in the Houſe of 


God, and of an evill example to Iſrael; becauſe 1/ſrae! rad re-. 
ceived from the Month of doſes this Law ; Thow ſhalt not make 
Marriages with them : And whereas Mr. T. ſaith that 'Zippc- 
rah the D of Revel the Prieſt of Midian ;, Exod. 2, 19. 
tothe 23. V Vas far from a proſelite, when ſhe violently oppo- 
ſed the circumciling of her Son, Exod. 4. 25, 26. He may for 
all that be miſtaken, a good Chriſtian VVoman might (being a 


tender Mother) be troubled and -break out into - paſſionate 
expreflions, unbecoming her, to ſee her Child bleed, and' 


ſmart, eſpecially circumciſion being but a new thing to her, yet 
ſhe ſo far obeyed Moſes as to circumciſe her Son, with her own 
hands, as you may ſee Exod. 4. 25. V Vhich was a fignfhe was 
a Proſylite, and woman that feared the God of® 7ſ-ael, an Ido- 
latrous woman would never a done ſo, nor would Moſes a ſuffer- 
ed her to have circumciſed his Son, if ſhe had been an1dolater and 
no proſylite. | 


- Mr. T. hath'a fourth Reaſon to prove, that the Few: might” 


Marry with other People (beſides the Seven: Nations) that are 


uncircumciſed, the Jews faith he were allowed to Marry with the. 


Edomites andEgyptians, for Proof he brings: Dent. 23. 7, 8. 
 Thonſbalt nat $124 an Edomite, becauſe br 19 thy Brother, ths 
ſhalt not abhor an Egyptian , becauſe thou wat 4 Stranger in his 

; | | x Land 
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Land :. the Children begotten of them, ſhall emer intothe C ngrega- 


tion in their Third Generation. 

A notable proof, becauſe they muſt -yot; abhor them, there- 
fore they may marry with them. I have ſhewed aboye that 
it was ſinful for the Fews to Marry with! Edomites and Ezypri- 
ans, See Ezra 9.1. 1: King, 11+ 1. And what need I ſay it 
over again, and for their Children entring into the Congrega- 
tion in their third Generation, is too light to'prove mixt-marri- 
ages lawfull ; tor. Baſtards may come mto the Congregationin 
their Tenth Generation, Dext. 23. 2- No ſober inan-will ſay it 
is therefore lawfull to have Children of Fornication ; whieb if. 
Mr. T. Reaſons right we may. But his fift and la{treafon he 
thinks will hit the Nail on the Head, which is they might 
with all ſuch as they bad conquered, (not with:any of the. Seven 
Nations , .l hope) and if ſo ſaith he, then no doubt with all ſuch 
they were at Peace with, that they might Marry with the Capraves ;. 
ſee the expreſs word, Deut. 21, 10, 11,-12. 13. 

Butis Mr. T. ſure they muſt not be proſelited firſt, for that. 
is the Queſtion, elſe they have here a liberty given to violate 
Gods Law:; but I pray. what do theſe ceremonies uſed ſignifie,, 
what are they for, but to profylite her, to witthe Captive maid, 
and cauſe her to forſake her Idolatty, and to imbrace the fear: 
and true ſervice of God, before he. may take her to his wife, 
this was the end of her ſbaving her Head, her pairing her Nails, 
her caſting away her Heatheniſh Garments, and thelilte. Dex. 
21. 12,13. See the Dutch Annotations on this place, Thow! 
' ſhale bring her into thine Houſe, [_Aeb... into the midſt. of thine, 

houſe,] and ſhe ſhall ſhave ber Head, and pair her Nails, - makg.S** the 


her Nails, that"s fit » faſhions prepare- them, all theſe cerimanies Pucch * 
mentioned in this and the folowing verſe, as ſhaving the Head, int” 
paring or cleanſing the Nails, putting off her former Heatheniſb Dex. 21, 


Garments, bewailing her Parems &c. Were a Token of puting off 
and forſaking the former Heatbeniſb Idelatrons being, and flindy 
cing the True Religion, ,and of being incorporated, or inbodied in» 
to the People of God. Compare Pſal.\ 45411, ' This you ſee 
then it isnot my opinion alone, but of a whole Synod of wm 
men, -both its Holand, and many of the moſt and beſt approved 
Orthodox Men-(at.that time). in England,, then may Mr. T. be,. 
nay no Youbtis:under a miſtake in his rantoringy whereby he {o 
confidently thikis to prove,i-nay confidently ſaith; 7 will ow: 
|; ; that: 
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that the Jews might marry with ſuch People of other Nations as are 
uncircumciſed, are all of them invalid, and of no Force, but 
rather falſly ſuggeſted in his own mind without /any ſcriptural 
warranty. 

F, Youhave asto Mr. T*'s Old Teſtament proofs, well ſa- 
_ me, now Brother I pray proceed to his New Teſtament 
Proots. '- 

E. I ſhall in the fear of God, as he ſhall inable me, anſwer 
him therein alſo, and I pray God it maybe to your ſatisfaQtion 
and all others, and | ſhall take them in order as they-are laid down 
by him. | 

Firſt then Mr. T. faith tothat, 1 Cor. 6. 18. #*s ro be ob- 
erved that the Apoſtle ſpeaks not one Word of Marriages. And 1 
Zi ſay (in that place) he ſpeaksof nothing elſe bendarrieges, 
what means this word elſe, for rwo (faith he) ſball be one Fleſh, 
1 Cor. 6. 16. VVho doth theſe words refer to (ſaith he) but to 
the Lord, Gen. 2. 24. And they ſhall be one Fleſh, 5. ce. a man 
and his wife thall be one Fleſh. * | 

Secondly, wheredoth (he) namely the Lord, and Lawgiver, 
fay by ſach as commit common Fornication, or uncleanneſs, 
(viz.) when a man ſhall lie with a woman or a maid that is not 
his VVife ; For this cauſe ſball a man leave father and mther, 
and ſhall cleave unto his Wife, and they twain ſball be one Fleſh, 
wherefore they ave no more twain, but one Fleſh, Mat. 19. 56.-See 
Mark 10. 7. 8. the Lord no where ever ſaid, that ſuch ſhall 
be one Fleſh, that commit ſuch uncleanneſs,the committing of un- 
cleanneſs doth not make any two one Fleſh,it's only ſaid of thoſe 
who are man and wife, therefore the Apoſtle-ſpeaks of marri- 
ape in this place, it being the ſcope of the Apoſtle. Let Mr. 7. 
take his obſervation again, and he will find, and ſee, it isno 
other thing, a man cannot be one Body with a Harlot, when © 

hecommits Folly and Uncleanneſs with her, there is no ſmſull at 

will make them twain one Fleſh, it's 'Matrimony only that makes 
them one Body, and ſoif aman Marry a Harlot he then indeed 
becomes one Body with her; and not elſe. "= 


- Thirdly, this premiſed , ſee the Text, 1 Cor. 6:15. Know 
ye met that your' Bodies arethe Members of Chriſt,” ſhalt I rhen taky/ 
the Members of Chriſt,'-and makz them the members-of an Hartory: 
Gol forbid. - The Members of Chriſt-who ave they j thoſe that) 


arc 
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are in Chriſt by Faith, regenerated, born again, they are Mem- 
bers of his Body, of bus Fleſh, and of his Bane, Eph. 5.30. And 
whoin a.Scriptural Sence, are Harlots, not only ſuch as pro- 
ſtratetheir Bodiesto men, but ſuch (and they the Apoſtle means 
inthis place) as are Idolaters, ſuperſtitious, ſuch as worſhip the 
true God, in a falſe manner, in this. ſence is myſtery Babylon, 
faid to be the Mother of Harlots, Revel. 17. 5. Myſtery Babilon 
the great, the mother of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth. 
They are her Children, being myſtery Babilens Members, and 
thoſe Harlots are ſaid to be-Fornicators, Revel. 18.3. Andin 
that ſence Harlots, as in the other ſence the Faithfull are ſaid £0 
be Fleſh of Chriſts Fleſh, and Bone of his Bone, being of that 
one body, of which Chriſt is the Head, Eph.4. 15.416 Col. 1. 
24, Then ſaith the Holy A tle, what know ye not that he 
(i. e. he thatis a Member of Chrift which is joined to a Harlot, 
(that is a Daughter of the Great VVhore,” Revel. 17. 1.) Sothe 
wicked are ſaid to be Sons of the Sorcereſs, the Seed of the Adul- 
terery, andthe Whore, 16. 57, 3.) is one Body, for two” faith he 
ſhall be one Fleſh, s. e, manand wife, which God forbid, that 
any member of Chriſt ſhould make one Fleſh with an 1dolater”; 
what marry with a Herlot,, oneof the Datphrets of the prext 
VVhore,, this were ſinful, contrary to Gods Mint and 'Zaw; 
contrary to Holyneſs, and would defite thar member ' of Chrift, 
that ſhould fodo, (and therefore God forbid) which is the Tem- 
ple of God, for then. him ſhall God deſtroy : for the Temple 
of God is Holy, which Temple ye are, 1 Cr 6. 19. therefore 
faith the Apoltle, flee Fornic«tion, every fin that ,a man doth, 
s without the body ,, but be that commutterh 'Foxnication ſinnerh 
againſt his own Body, for a Member of Chrift then”, to marry a - 
Harlot, in the ſence above is to commit, Fornication, which the - 
Apoftle commands thera to flee, ver. 18. For this fi is not with, . 
out the body, it reacheth within , where'the Holy Ghoft dwel- 
leth, jand is a {ip agzinſt, and which defileth, the Body,” which 

| 13 the Te oof the Holy G ho#, which is in yor, which you have of 
| Cad, andyon are net your own, Ver. 19. 'The reaſon is, for you - 
are bought with a Price, therefore Glorifie God in and 


' 421 your. Spirite.. Which are Gods, ver, 20. Our Bodies muſt be 
a nn Tres pe te: 
vice, Rom, 12, 1, Qur bodies are che Lords, 'and with them we 
mu £larifie biza, they axe his Temple, and muft not be defiled - 

% , | : VPOA. . 
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. Upon pain of Deſtrution, -1 Cir. 3.47. VVhich marrying with 
a Harlot, that is the Seed of the Great V Vhore doth, which 
wereſo to marry, Fornication aud defiling, and therefore flee 
Fornication faith the Apoſtle. | 

Fourthly, what Mr. Tory faith farther is but frivelons, as for: 
him to ſay, we know that the falſe Church is ſometimes called 
an Harlot, that may betrue , yea and the members of the falſe 
Church are called Harlots alſo ; for ſhe is the Mother of Harlots, 
Revel. 17. 5- they i.e. her Children ſhe brings forth are Harlots, 
the Seed of the V Vhore. 1ſa. 57- 3. and (faith he Idolatry is 
called Fornication, it*strue, yea and ſo are they that are Idola- 
ters _ Fornicators, _ 18.3, but _ Un) is now 

lied to ſingle perſons, for they are no Farlots (faith he) as th 

= ſingle Perſons » Mr. T, ay with as good reaſon hay, 
that they are no Idolaters, as they are ſingle perſons, and ifhe 
do not ſay that, and prove it alſo he ſaith (in this) nothing to the 
purpoſe, and his wife may bean honeſt woman and not accuſed 
with incontinency, and yetif ſhe be of the Seed of the mother 
of Harlots, that is a member of the falſe Church, ſhe then in 
the ſence of the Apoſtle 1 Gr. 6. 15. is an Harlet, and he in 

ying her and living with her as her Husband, is a Fornica- 
tor, (in the ſence ofthe Apoſtle in the ſame place, flee Fornica- 
tion:) as will be farther ſhewn hereafter ;, and as little tothe pur- 
poſe is it for.himto fay, nor are ſhe and I made one Spirit by the 
att of Afarriage. Noſolthink, if it wereſo the ſore would be 
| healed, the want of that oneneſs inthe Spirit is the evil, the diffe- 
rence in worſhip, .and inſtitutions about it makes it ſinfall mar- 
riage. And as towhat helaſtly faith, I ſay that this Text is not 
to be underſtood in a.common ſence, but in the ſence I have above 
ſhewed it is to be underſtood. | 

F. This Text-1 Gor. 6. you have given me ſatisfation about, 
pray.go on ta Rev. 2:.14. ; t; 

E. Rev. 2, 14- ls thus, |. But Thave a few things againſt thee, 
becauſe thou haſt themthere that hold the Dottrine of Balaam, who 
taught Balac to caſt aſtumbling block before the Children of Iſrael, 
to eat things Sacrificed to Idols, and to commit Fornitation. Now 
AM. T. faiththat there was ſome in the Church of Petgamos, who 
beld the Dottrine of Balagm-ss true, bis that. ſaith he Marriages 
with perſons diff ering 4n Religion, was that Dottrint or Fornication, 
#5 yet to prove, and he ſuppoſmg that the holy Scripture I 


_ 


, 


_ 7 ; 
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poſe, if it be to the purpoſe at all, though but little it. is well, a 


the faireſt of your Daughters, as rimly decked and: brautified as # ,1,;,, ,, 
p dhe "oy 7 thei arvicet 
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t hem not to deny them the pleaſure and enjoyment of their Beauty, 
t he young women ſeeing them enamour'd made ſemblance of a deft. 
to leave them, and depart. Whereuponthe young men earneitly in- 

* The He- *reated them-t0 tarry, * and promiſed to marry them, ſmearing they 

brews pro-- would not only love them #s their Wives, bit render them Shel, 

wy Miſtreſſes of themſelves and all their Goods, theſe Promiſes they 
and fwezs Seal'd with Tears, and all the Women anſwer'd after this manner, 
theywould Valiant young men, we want not at home either Riches, or the Af- 
love them fettions of our Parents and Friends, nexther come we hither to you 

-5Hn ir ' for want of theſe things, 'or to make ſale of owr Beauties ; but conſi- 

"_ dering you 4s ſtrangers, for whom we bave a great efteem, we bave 
not difdainedto ſbew you this Cruillity, now therefore becauſe you ſay 
you love 4 and are ſotroubled at this our departure, we thought good 
not to gainſay your mreaties, if therefore you will plight your Faith 

and promiſe #4 Marriagt, (which is the only condition that can de- 
tain w) we will live with you 4s your Lawful VVives, but wefear 
left when your Luſts are ſatisfied, youwnll with Shame and conrumely 
fend us back again to our Parents, which ſo reaſonable apprehenſions 
of onr's you a_ to pardon. 
'  Theſe'paſhonate Lovers promiſed to give their Faith in what 
manner fo cver;-and refuſe no condition, forextream- was their 
' Love's Qt en BNEgrII% 20-1 W: 
Here note by the way that the Hebrew Young Men promiſed 
the Midianitsſh Young Women Marriage, and ſware to love 
them as their-wives. : 

. \ Secondly, 'that the Maidens enjoyn the young men to promiſe 
them” Marriage, and plight theirFaith, which muſt be the only 
Condition which detain them, and then they would wil- 
lingly live with themas their V Vives. | 

F. Truly this is more than a little to the purpoſe indeed 
it ſeems the Hebrews promiſed to Marry them. | 
- EF: Yeaanddid marry them as: you ſhall ſee hereafter, but 
this wasnotall, VVell then (fid the Virgins) fixce you are ſo 
Pleaſed, and that you bave cuſtoms fo diff eremt from orber Nations, 
that younſe only certain Meats and Drinks, it 1s neceſſary if youwll 
Marry ns, to Adert eur Gods, for by no other _Arguyent can you 
perſmwade 4, m—__ Love us nnfeignedly, except you Honour as we 

3 neither ſhall you pie Haves, 3f your \bonour- the 
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but your ſel ves, chooſe therefore (ſaid they) exther to conform your 
ſelves in opinion with other men, or ſeek out anather YYorld, where- 
3n you may live according to your particular ways and Cuſtoms, The 
they ware to. the Virgins, 
liked well thejr words, and conſented to that. which they ſaic, ſuf- 
fering themſelves to be ſediced, - according 4s they were invgted, 


Hebrews blinded with the Love which 


Hereby you may ſcethat as the Hebrew yo 
miſed (as above) Marriage to thoſe Ardiaxitifh. Virgins ſothey 
conſented to that which: they ſaid, and ſuffered: themſelyes ro be 
ſeduced, according as they were invited, .z-1e. To take them 


to wife, and to Adore their Gods, * 


Z abr 


men had pro- 


(ſaith Zoſephus) * £4led 


unvi, 


cf the Tribe of Simeon, Married Cosby the Midianite Daug brer Numb.2g 


of Zur, a Prince of the Country, and to 


pleaſe her, ſacrificed after 1, 


the manner of the I contrary tothe Law of God. © So that you 
ſce that ſoon after he had committed Fornicationz. in Marrying 
Coby, he to pleaſe her facrificeth to their Gods, that was the 
effeft of his Marriage contrary to -Gods:Law : but to goon, 


during thus ſtate if al airs, Moſes being 
vious miſchief ſhould ſucceed, called the 


no53n09 | all Hhly aud | Diuvme Laws, but 
ordinate Paſſions, that it was a ſtrange thing. 


to haſt thou endeavayred I" 


; my ſelf thou ſhals.never tie me tythy I yr, 
f Sug 
«he 


ſome more grie- 


afraid of | 
fo fe they ma mens Oh bees 
10 man 1 particular (for that he was unwthing t0 caſt. thoſe in- 
ts te ſheratian, who whel/t they thought theer Fault lay hi 

might be reduced to a better Mind) he told them that it was a thing 


anfluence, mbich 


res eee 
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and Religion to bring 4 into Servitude and ſubjettion, and thy ſelf 
to Power, and Soveraignty, by forbidding 4 the pleaſure, and liber- 
ties which all men that are free ought to enjoy, was there any worſe 
in our Egyptian. thraldome than the power thou afſumeſt topuniſh 
every man, bythe Lawso —_ making, whereas thou thy ſelf 
art more worthy to be puniſhed in that thou deſpiſeft thoſe of all other 
Nations, and wilt have none but thine obſerved, and ſo preferre#t 
thiy particular Tudgment before that of all other men 53, Ya6e 
but 1 as touching that which 1 have doe, in that I ſuppoſe itbe well 
* Zimri done, am not afraid to confeſs in this Aſſembly, that I have taken * 
confeſſeth a ftranger to Wife (note that well) rhou hearef# mine Aftions from 


be bad : 
married own Mouth as from 4 true and reſolute man, neither do I deſire 


Cosby, be that they ſhould be hidden, *tis true alſo, that I ſacrifice tothe Gods 
had taben to whom thou forbiddeft to ſacrifice,becauſe I think my ſe f bound nat 
bir to toſubmit tothy Tyranny, of Learning nothing that pertains to Reli- 


Wife. 


gion but from thee alone, ani Ttake it as no Obligation to me, for 
man to aſſume as thou doeſt more Authority over me, then I have 
myſelf. Thus Tofephms., Why may we-not credite Joſephus 
as much or more than any other Author , in this matter, where . 
is there any one that goes about to diſprove him, and if there 
belet Mr. T.- produce him, or any one for him- that may be- 
better credited then 7ofephns, and we will conſider it, but ifnot 
tet Mr, F. be hereafter filent, unleſs he ſpeak to recant;' and ac- 
knowledge his error, | 
Butlet us note farther ſome particular things, from -what Jo- 
ſephws hath ſaid, firſt that the Hebrew Toxng Men. being enamou- 
red with the Beauty, and Workdly Glory of the AGdianitiſh 
Virgins, they promiſed them Marriage. Secondly, that when = 
the Midianitiſh Virgins perceived that the Hebrew young men were 
intangled with their Beauty, they drew, back, and made as if 
they would depart; and - ing means will be prevailed with, to 
comply with the deſire of the Zebrews.except they will promiſe 
to make them their wives. - | 
Thirdly, thatthe Hebrews do. promiſe to Marry them, and 
make them Miſtrefles of themſelves, and all their goods, ſq 


” 


blind'is Carnal Eove, and inorditate Aﬀettion. 
Fourthly , that: when the Midianwiſh Virgins faw that the 
had thus far gotten the YVifory, they refuſe ny to yield. to the 
defire of the Hebrews, except they will forſake their own Laws, 
and the worſhip of their: God, and cat Meats which they were 
forbiddeg 


The unlawfulneſs of mixt Marriages. J7 
forbidden to do, and Sacrifice to the Gods of the Moabites, and - 
the Midiavitesy which. rather then they will looſe the enjoyment 
of their Love, and the Pleaſure they luſted after, they conſent 
todo, this evil being the produtt of their ſinful Marrflige. 

Fiftly, that Zimr: the Son of Salu a Prince of a chief houſe 
among the Simeonites, Num. 25. 14. Took to wife Gzbi the 
Daughter of Zr, he washead over a People, and of a chief 
houſe in AGdiany ver. 15. which he to pleaſe her Sacrificed ta 
their Gods. J 

Sixtly, ' That by all this it doth appear, that the ſin of the He- 
brews was not Common Fornicatien, i.e. For a man to lie with 
a Virgin, before or without Matrimonial Contratt, but the'r fin 
was in Marrying thoſe women they were forbidden by the Law 
of God to make Marriages with (to wit)-the Adoabitiſh and 1- 
dianitiſh VVemen, and thisis that which the Spiritof God calls 
Fornication, Rev. 2.. 14. Ta eat things Sacrificed ta Idols, and to 
commit Fornication- 

Nor is what Joſeph ſaith without Reaſon from the Scriptare, 
for it is ſcarcely to-be thought that Zimri, a Prince of a Chief 
Houſe, in his Tribe ſhould caſt of all Morality at once, and 
commit uncleanneſs in the Face of the Sun. That1s to lie with a 
woman that was.not his wife, Butin plain. and common ſence his 
whore. Num: 25.8, \ 7. 

Secondly, He muſt not only- put from him, and caſt away the 
very Lawof Nature, whichis written in the Hearts of the Hea- 
then themſelves, Ropn. 2. 14. 15- But in contempt of God,. and 
Moſes his Superior, yea and the Congregation (at. ſuch. a time 
whenthe Congregation was weeping before the Door of the T'a- 
bernacle) glory in-his uncleanneſs, 5..e. his lying with a woman 
that was not his wife, in his bringing her te his Brethren inthe 
ſight of-Moſes, an1in the . fight of all the regation of the 
Children of Iſrael, Nam, 25, 6. And in foi "a manner (as 
Jeſephas aith) jultifie himſelf, which Fornication:.of his, had it 
been that which.is common, he would not ſo boldly and openly _ 
kave ſhewed her to-Moſes, nor could he juſtifie,nonot by the Law Fo/. 22.. 
of thoſe Heathen he had. joyned. affinity with, for Mr. 7. faith 
thedefiling of Yirgins,. goes- bard: with the worſt of menand is 
abhorred-by the/Heathen. ' Thus you may ſee that: it is not fo 
hard to know (as Mr. T. inſinuates,) what. the Dodrine of Ba- 
laam Was, nox what the ſin of 1/-ae! was, but. thatit may be in- 


% 
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ſpefted found out anddetetted, notwithſtanding he ſaith it cannot 
be known by any thing in Nam. 25. nor Rev 2. 14. Yet you 
ſee we have ſo much as the Rational may ſafely conclude that 7{- 
raels ſm Num. 25. was Mixt-Marriages, and that the —- of 
God calleth it ih Rev. 2. 14. Fornication, as was above:ſhewed, 
it is in the ſence of the Spirit, 1 Cor. 6. 15. 6. 17. 18. which 
I preſume Mr. T. will never diſprove from the word of God. 
And then we have another Text, which fully. prove that Mixt- 
Marriages is Fornication, in 1 Cor. 10. 8. which ſhews that it 
is called Fornication ſtill for as, under the Goſpel, to make Mar- 
riages with the Secd of the Mother of Harlets, i. e. with the 
members of Falſe Churches, who differ from the members of 
the true Church inInſtitutions , the words are theſe, neither let 
us commit Fornication, as ſome of them committed : and fell in one 
Day 23c00, [as they committed} Namely Fornication, which 
was in'that, the /ſraelites made Marriages with Jdolatrous Moa- 
bites, and Midianites, and not committing Fornication with 
. them as their whores, as Mr. T. ſuppoſeth, Nam. 25. And 
for this the Church in Pergamos was reproved by the Spirit of 
God, Rev. 2. 14. 5.e. For having them among themthatheld 
the Dodrine of Balaam , who taught Balac (not Ifrael'as Mr. T. 
obſervs,) to cata ſtumbling Block beforethe Children of iſrael, 
tocat things offered to 1dols, and to commit Fornication i. e. to 
marry with members of Falſe Churches, the Seed of the great 
whore, unZer this Reproofare the -Churches in this day as Per- 

amgs Was then. they have ſome of them, thoſe that hold this 
Doarine, as Mr. T. for one, who is Balaams ſecond” in this evil 
work, who hath not as Balaam did, taught Balac to lay a ftum- 
bling Block before 1/-ael, but he hath taught the People of God 
to comply with what Balaam taught Balac, and to conſent to 
make marriages with the Superſtitious world, ſaying to them, 
zts weakneſi tobe offended with them, that do. marry ſuch, and 
that there ts more cattſe of joy than Sorrow, that th whe Some Few 
years ſince thouyht you not fit to lie, you ſhould be fomuch-in the f- 
vour of thoſe Perſons, as to make marriages with you, . and eſperial- 
ly we ſhould take it well from them who have the Government in their 
hands, and we ought to be thankfullto God for ſuch a mercy. 

O how bravely is Balaams Counſel to Balac back'd and ſeoon- 
ded by Mr. T. by his Evil Councel to Jſraet, in thoſe words of 
his, beſides his Arguments in his Book 4. by which he o_ 
| | Wi 
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with his little might and main to perſwade Gods 1ſ-ael to com- 
ply, and join affmity. with, the unregeterated, unſanctified, 
ſuperſtitious world : * what cauſe have that People to repent-* ,;, ( 
that they have had and ſtill have ſuch a one, that not onl hol- cauſeth the 
deth- Balaams Doftrine, but teacheth the People complyance !#hteous 
with it, and tocommit the {in z. e. Fornication, and hath expo- Poa = 
ſed it to publick view, ifthey therefore ſhall not repent thereof ,- na 
Chriſt will come unto them quickly, \and will fight ag ainſt them with be ſhalt 
the Sword of his mouth. Rev. 2.16. Thus it is ſhewn what the 4/7 »im- 
ſtumbling block was Balaam caſt before the Children of 1ſ-aet, ra —_— 
what his Þodrine was, or wherein he taught Balxc what to do, pit; but 
to cauſe Iſraetto fall into the diſpleaſure of God by. their com- the p- ' 


mitting /delarry, and Fornication in their taking them wives of ''! _ 
the Daughtersof Moab, and dra, which is by the Spirit ſaid 151175" 
to be Formcation, Rev. Þ 4. 1 Cor. IO, 8: poſſeſſion, * 


F. Truly I now ſee and believe what you have faid is the Prov. 28. 
Truth, andam convinced that AMxt-Marriages is (in the ſence 1% 
you have ſhewn) Fornication, and therefore to be avoided by 
all that fear the Lord, but what then pray doth his faying mean, 
thatBalac might make ſome ſcruple, as foreſeeing ſome great 
eviluniſt be. committed; to accompliſh his defign, and then his 
Four Reaſons to ſtrengthen his ſcruple, then: his imaginary tall 
| about Balaams ſatisfying of Balac, and laſtly his concagnng 
thus, this I taketo be the Dottrine of Balaam; pray what do 
all this fignifie ? -. 
E. Indeed and in truth nothing at all, and there is as little 
need to ſay-any thing to.it, only I take notice. that Mr. T. tells 
ou that thoſe reaſons he imagins Balaam gives Balac to fatisfic 
is ſuppoſed ſeruple, is Balaams: Doctrine, Learnedly conclu- 
ded, when nothing but Coneeit is the Foundation of it, for Ba- 
leams Dotrine was the Counſel he gave Balacs to cauſe 1ſraet 
to {m. -And moreover I obſerve as lightly as Mr. T. ſets by Fo- 
bs, he is forced to make uſe. of ſome of his words; (for faith 
e Balaam ſpake to Bala ;,) when he thinks they. will ferveto 
ſtrengthen his Lmagination. - The Plot was that Balac ſhould rake 
the faireſt of their Virgins aud drefs. them richly, and ſend them. 
ro dance aboxt the Tents of Iſrael, that he might provoke the lſrac- 
lites, -whom he knew to be great Admirers. of Beautiful! Women. 
&c: Thisalthough he conceals, yet he takes out of Foſephae, Fol. 22. 
though not word for word, and therefore you may ſee _ man 
| - being 
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being ſtrangly conceited, will make uſe of Joſephs, though to 
no purpoſe , and therefore ſince in all this he is beſides the matter, 
I ſhall lay it aſide and fay no more to it, as not worth any farther 
notice taken of them. | 
* But yet I muſt notſo paſs by whathe ſaith in his- laſt, before 
-he comes to 2 Cor. 6. 14. And that is this. 7 will ſhew you for all 
this (faiththe) that Iſrael might marry both with Moab and Ammon, 
and that the Children begot of them, mi ht intime be adm tted in- 
to the Congregation. And.that both theſe are true. See Ruth. 
1. 4. Deut. 23. 3. And the reaſon is renared, why they might 
not be admitted ſooner, ver. 4. I willſpeakto the laſt firſt, The 
Text ſaith Dex. 23. 3. An Ammonite, or Moabite ſhall rior en- 
ter into the Congregation of the Lord, "even to their Tenth Gener a- 
tion, ſhall they not enter into the Congregation of the Lord for ever. 
Therefore the Children of 1ſ-ael might Lawfully Marry with 
Moab, and Ammon as Mr. T. argues, theSecond verſe of the 
ſame Chapter, ſaith thus, A Baſtard ſhall not enter into the Con- 
gregationof the Lord ; even to the Tenth Generation ſhall he not 
enter into the Congregation of the Lord, From whence one may 
as fairly reaſon and ſay, Ergo a man thatis a Believer may law- 
fully defile a Virgin and have a Baſtard by her, becauſe they, 
namely Baſtards, may enter. into the Congregation in 'their 
Tenth Generation. If Mr. 7s arguing be right reaſon, with 
what an ugly face doth this look, be ſhamed of this foul , -imper- 
tinent, and irrational talking. And then farther Mr. T. faith 
. the Reaſon is rendred why they might not enter. no ſooner, ver, 
4+ Yea ſo it isand a binding -one it is alſo, becauſe they met you 
not with Bread, ſaiththe Lord, and with Water in the way, when 
ye came forth out of Egypt, and becauſe they hired againſt thee Ba- 
laam the Son of Beor -of Pether-.of Meſopotamia, to curſe thee. 
See verſe the Sixth, and alfo therefore for that reaſon, thou ſhatt 
not ſeek their Peace, nor their proſperity all ” Days for 'tver. 
Then if fo, they muſt not make Marriages with them” for ever, 
any rational man will ſay. . on 
Now Secondly, To what he faith that .Jf-ael might Mar 
both with Moab and Ammon,for which he quotes Ruth 1.4, whi 
words are theſe, and Elimelech Naomies Huſband died', and 
(he was left and her two Sons , and they 'took them wives of the wo- 
men of Moab, the Name of the one was Orpah, and the name uf 
the other Ruth, and rhey dwelled there about Ten Tears. - © © 


| ſay 


_ 


The Unlawfulneſs of Mixt-SMarriages,8e. a 
I ſay that thoſe Afoabizi/b Women were then proſylited, and 
had caſt off their idolatry, or..it had-been unlawfull for Nae- 
mies Sons to marry them; as was but now: ſhown's little above, 
and in this] am not alone. They wok. them' Moabitiſh wwes, 
which was lawful ro do, if my women were converted, otherwiſe 
not.: for to Marry Canaanitiſh wives, was for bidden- upon this 
ground, left th y/ ſhould ſeduce the People _-_ to Jdolatry, whach 
reaſon or ground had alſoplace in the iſh dolatrows women. 
Sec Ezra 9. 1. Net. 13.23. 48 Ruth, was converted appearath 
arm, ver--16. oy - 2, 12. See the Darch Annotations on this 
place, and that hows converted, ' is as little tobe doubted, 
and they ſaid umo we will r eturnwith thee uno thy peaple, 
i. e* On won pe faid ſo, ver..the 10. and they: wepr, 
i. e, Orpha as well as* Ruth wept, ver. the 9. And they. liftup 
their voice again and wept, when their Mother . in Lawampor- 
tuned then: to go back, ver. 14, Though Orpab did not perſe- 
vere as Ruth did togo on with her Mother, but went backto 
paalhg get pe Skam her Gods alſo. As many in our 
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force of, wondring that it ſhould be urged _—_ 
te FA it ſpeaks of vac a Sr Rel ation, and 
that ars from expreſſions the le uſet 

Figh, Vir " hathne foeh cauſe to wonder.,. for - es 
may be thethi atleaft one intended by the Avole in in this 
place, for any-thi he hath ſaid-to the contrary, and it is the 
; opinion eek. » thatthe. forbids Marriage in 
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' Cinjugium in Marriage er Wedlosk, and for: this the Apoſtle 
- gives his following reaſons by way of lnterrogation g which 

take notice of:this particular one, and what part hath he that be- 

lkeveth with an. Infidel ? ver. 15. Tocwhich: queſtion we muſt 
anſwer none, - no part at all, if ſo then Marriage is. prohibited.ia 
this place, for if a Believer Marry withan Unbeliever or.Infigel, 
he that is a Believer hath a peculiar and ſpecial part with the Une 
believer, they are-no longer twainbutone'Fleſh, a greater part 
then any other can. have the the wife; (tha# is .an: Unbeliever) 
ofa Believer, *s Bone of his Bone; and Fleſh of his Fleſb, then 
ſince . man and wife have ſuch part one with another, a believer 
muſt not be yoaked, coupled, or tied together in Wedlock, 
or Marriage with an. Unbeliever , as is ſorhid or prohibited in 
the 14. ver. Be not unequally Yoaked, together with Unbekvers, 
and confirmed by this Interrogation, ver. 15. Arid the- Apoſtles 
farther Reaſons, for'ye are the = 4 of the Living God, Ver. 

16. Now for aBeliever, whoſe body is the Temple of the Hol 

Ghoſt, to be joyned to a Harlot, makes himſelf one Fleſh wit 

her, and this were to defile the Temple of- God, and ſuch-will 

God deſtroy, this conſidered ,. there 1s no cauſe to wonder this 

place 2 Cor. 6. 14. ſhonld beurged to. prove Mixt-Marriages 
unlawfull, which ſo fully doth it : unleſs Ignorance ſhould be the 
cauſe of Admiration. | 

Now it's plainſaith Mr. T., this Reſpe&s the Church, and their 
Aſſemblings,, and nee Got one with \another, and with 
od himſelf, &c. Far thougb ſaith he 1 may nat go. to the Idols 
emple, and eat their Sacriſices with a Tagan, nor ſuffer bim #0, 
ft down with me at the Lords Table, yet 1 may joyh Partners with 

ES Eo uk Coda, 

ver may joy3 with him in» L a he hea 

Turk, or Papiſt, andthen he bad drawn.his t wh wy 
and had he proved italfs, he then had putall out of .doubt,. but. 
to ſay, Imay Trade with him; would Jag ar hom Con-, 
fequenee, if he - ſhould thus Reaſon, - I: may T rade-with: him; 
therefore I may. Mazry with him, be yoalt'd, ti'd, or coupl d: 
together withhim-in- Mazriage, and if he ſay.not fo, he ſaith no+: 
thing to the purpeh ey forwe may 'T.rade-with many we may-not 
fay apy more, inkaſwer to-what hefaith, to make invalid 2'Goy. 
& 14. this that hath heerifaid beivg ſufficient- to ſhew that. ws 

Ca place. 


place doth plainly, and fully. prohibite Mixt-Marriages. 

F. lam fo well ſatisfied , that truly I thinky if no more be ſaid 
this that hath been 'faid is eriough, and ſufficient to convince any 
man; but there is one Text more that Mr."T. labours to make 
invalid, as tothe buſineſs of Mixt-Marriages, pray let me hear 
your Judgment on it, that I may be ſatisfied in that alſo. 

"E. Yea Mr. T. makesa heavy ſtir aboutit, as if he would, 
if not tire his Reader, yet weary his reſpondent with anſwet- 
ing, that which is (though much of it) little or nothing to the 
purpoſe, the place is 1 Cor. 7. 39. The Wife i bound by the Law, 
as long 44 her Husband liveth, but if her Huſband be dead ſhe 
is at liberty to Marry with whom ſhe will, onely in the Lord. | 

And he would have us to underſtand, he might put many 
| arr us about theſe 'words, ing them, and ſopaſſeth 
them, and ſo ſhall” I; «nly his laſt which is this, ſeeing the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks only of the "women, and although many times, when 
men are mentioned the women are included, yet I know mot wheye 
the women being mentioned includes the men, to which I ſay, whe- 
ther when the women being mentioned includes the men, or n6;z 
I will'not ſtand upon, but this 1 may farther ſay, that when wo- 
men are ptt ſomethings as their duties to do, the ſame dv- 
tics are 1 t upon men, 'as for Example, even the Orta- 
ment of a meeh_ and quiet Spirit, which it inthe ſight of God of great 
price, faith the Apoſtle, 1 Per. 3.4. This is mentioned as the 
womens duty, but is-it not the duty of mien as well as of women 
to puton the Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit, although this 
place requires it of women, and menarenot mentioned, is it riot 
evil-and fin for men to be havghty and proud > as ſaith 'rhe 
Apoſtle, and be cloathed with Humility, for God reſifterh the pron 
and giveth Grace to the Humble." 1 Pet: 5.'5;" men are here re- 
dto be hamble as wellas women,-and ſo would it not be 


arp, pa mentotenfamceing er ie (er 
unquict, men tobe of a meeMand' qui , Clear 

me, (faith our Saviour) )7 ow ad Im in hor Mar. 
11:29.) without doubt 1 ally valuable in the of God, 
as for women'to be ſo.” ' So. then whar'the litnits a that 
the Spirit of Goddoth ſet the Womed in this place, he alſo'ſers 
the mien, yea Y. Men and Virgins, according to the Law, 
thou ſhalt not give thy er bis Son, , no takg his Daughter 
to thy Son; have not we _ leat about a" Sitter, a ws y 
| wb in et 6 tb 
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well as other Apoſiles, and 45 the brethren of the Lord and Cephas 
1 Coy. 9. 5. Where you ſce it muſt be a Siſter, a wife, no power 
bath Paulto Marry a wife that is no Siſter, men may not then 
(to wit Believers)-Marry but only in the Lord, no' more than 
women. But the whole ſtreſs ſaith Mr. T. Les in the laſt clauſe, 
ow ſuppoſe ſaith he 1 allow you, that to be rightly bajtiz.ed is to be 
inthe Lord, yet I deny theſe words to be 4 command or the recitall 
of a Command.. And yet preſently he recites one himſelf in the 
Old Tgſtament, thos ſhalt not give thy Daughter to. bis Son, nor 
takg bis Darghter tothy Son. And then with his own words.con- 
feſſeth that by thoſe Precepts (mark that) men were bound as well 
4s women, which faith he 5s not expreſſed hero, what if it be not 
expreſſed there, that men were bound- to Marry in the Lord, 
' as well as women, yet if it be in another place.it is well enough, 
as he himfelf faith it-is, and faith it was 1 Precept too ; beſides 
I have above ſhewed that ſome duties applied to women, and 
men not exprefſed, yet the duty is the ſame te men, and they 
bound to be found in thoſe ſame duties. as well as. women, ſo it- 
is in this caſe be not uncqually Yoaked together with Unbeliev- 
ers. which Prohibition doth-include Men, Widows and Maids,. 
and ig.equally binding to them all, . as if it had been ſaid” thou ſhalt 
not be unequally Yoaked together with unbelievers, neither 
oa} be roche her, and fa the Apottle, fag crtbice 
itwo tothe other, and ſaith-the » if any manthinks 
himfelf tobe a Prophet or Spiritual, kt him pike 8 that the 
things that I write unto_you, are the Commandments of. the Lord. 
'k Cor. 14. 37, but if any ſhould obje& and ſay, that all that Paul 
writ.to the Corinthians were not the Commandments of the 
Lord, as he himſelf confefleth, though ſortie things ht writes: 
might be to them. z. I anſwer, that in thoſe things that are not 
the Lord, be like a fhichfull Steward gives them 


the commands of 
ſo to underſtand, of Con-- 


1 eehaghs bf Pere 
mandwent... 1 Cos. 7.6. te caſe of '7} 
by command, . 1 Cr. 7. 10. As, 1 ſhall ſhew hereafter, 1F'fo 
mandmentof the Lord. This whey he alſo for an. anſwer to 


ce 
ſon, or 
0716: 
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one in the Church, then it"s tither a Law given by way of Precepe, . 
and us ſome where.to be found amongſt Gods Commands, or elſe ſhe is ' 
bound to Marry in the Lord, by the Law of Pradence. If you ſay 
ſhe ts bound by the former of theſe Laws, then I pray ſhew when 
it was given, and by whom, and where the Record #s to be 4 
ound. - | | 
VVhat I have ſaid above, might well ſerve for anſwer to all 
this, but r what ſhould Mr, T. demand to know, when 
fich a Law. was given : and by whom, and where the Record 
i; to be found, -when he himſelt hath found 'it all. VVhen he 
cites that place z Thowhalt not give thy Danghter to bis Scxry nor 
take bis Daughter to thy Son, and thoſe he doth. acknowledge to - 
be binding Pzecepts, -bywhich Precept ſaith he Aden were bound 
- 4s well as Worneny now if that were a binding Precept then un- 
der the Law both to Men and tos V Vomen, (though he hath be-- 
fore contended againſt the ſame) and'if the 1/-aelires were not to- 
Marry but only in the Lord, that-is noue that were - Zdolaters, 
but thoſe amongſt themfelves that were in Covenant with God, 
according to that made with Abraham, Gen. 17. 10, 11, The 
now Iſrael; i. e. the Circumciſed » Rom 2. 29. whoare 
(being Chriſts): Abrabams Seed, G ak 3.29. arenot'to be yoak«. 
ed, coupled or tyed together inV Vedlock: or Marriage with the - 
Seed: Mother of Harlots, becauſe the one no part- 
with the oth Maids, though- 
to the former Law - 
ng 4 peculiar 


and Ungodly 
&'to ©-:#, who hath alfo by his Spirit 
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of the Old,” and New Teſtament, and. whoſoever pleaſcth to 
have recourſe thereunto, may 'be ſatisfied. And therefore it is 
fin, and Imprudence too, for a woman man or maid that is at 
liberty by the Law, to marry contrary to. ' the Law, which 
giveth not liberty to an Holy Nation, as the. true Church is ſaid 
to be, to marry with- any ofthe Nations, of the. world, no more 
then had that peculiar Nation of the Zews, to marry with other 
Nations, who all of them being in the ſtate of Nature Unregene- 
rated, and therefore not in Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5.17. Theyare for- 
bidden to yoak with in Marriages, 2Cor. 6. 14. and expreſly 
gimited to Marry with them that are in the. Lord, only in the 
Lord. In this that I have laſt ſpoke to, lies the ſtreſs of all that 
Mr. Tory ſaith, and therefore to trace him in his. nothing to pur- 
poſe Reaſons that follow, would be as impertinent_ as. he is in 
laying of them down, and troubling his Reader with ; only 1 will 
remind him of Mr. Denns words, which may -ſcrve for a full 
anſwer to what he ſaith in his: following. reaſons about the 
Apoftles advice, it was a matter of doubt (1 ſay with Mr. Denn) 
inthe Corinthian Church, whether a man, and woman coming 
together, whenboth ofthem were Unbelievers, andone of them 
afterwards be converted, it were not the duty/of theBelicver 
to put the Unbeliever away, theſe things they; wrote to the 
Apoſtle about, + Cor. 7. 1. As is plain by his. anſwer 3 and: an- 
tothe Married I command, yet not I but the Lord, let not- the wife 
depart from her Huſband, but if ſhe departdet her remain unmarri- 
ed, or be Reconciled to ber Husband : and let not the Huband pus, 
_ away his wife. ver. 10. 11, For'the Lord commands it, ſhe-is 
bound by the Lay as long as her Hysband liveth. - But if Death 
- Part ghem, ifher Husband be dead: ſhe. is at liberty to be Mar- 
ried to whom ſhe will, only 1 the Lord, ver. 39. Notenow 
the ſame Lord hrcoomans y that ſhe muſt not departfrom 
her Husband, ſhe being by the Law free, and not bound to her 
Husband, the being dead:doth. alſo command her, ſhe being at 
liberty to marxy, that ſhe do not yoak, bind, or 'tye her ſelf - 
again to an Unbeliever, but if ſhe do marry, as ſhe is at liberty . 
to do with whom ſhe will, provided he bein the- Lord, the 
Lord that commandeth her not to depart from her :Husband, 
while he lived, though he wage an-Unbeliever, doth alſo com- 
mand her, he being dead, that if ſhe marry another as ſhe now 
as at liberty to do, that ſhe marry onely-in the Lord , ans 


. A 
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that is a New Creature, a Believer, onethat is born again. 

| may. with good/- reaſon, then- conclude that the Lord hath 
commanded the Widdow to Marry.only in the Lord, that limi- 
tation is by way of comma=d,, as wellas it was his command ſhe 
m_ d not depart from her Husband: though an unbeliever, whilſt 
e lived, 

F., You Brother bave given. me content and ſatisfaQtion, and 
I hope your pains will be to the ſatisfaQion of many others, pray 
eral ſomewhat to his third head or demonſtration as he call*s it 


utthe puniſhment God hath inflited, upon- ſuch as have ſa@\ 


Married. 
- -E. Yea, Iſhall ſodo,” and 1 ſhall begin . with. thoſe words of 


his, ſlay yt every ne his man that is joined unto Baal-Peor. Not Fol.31 


ſaich Mr. T. thoſe that were Married ta Moabites, it is true, the 
Textdoth not ſay; flay them that are Married to Moabites, and 
#that be all he means,” I have nothing.ts: ſay to him. about it, 
But Ifuppoſe he means that the 'Elders of rae! were forbidden.” 
by. Mefes, toflay:theſe that had Matried the Maabite?, ſuggelſt- 
ing that ſome did witi-the Moabites that - did. not joyn to 
their Gods," for (ſaith he) 1/-ael might Marry with:the Moabites,. 
Amin Edomites and Egyptians, and (he faith) he hath: 
it. OR 

If rhis he ſaith be true, there is but litthe reaſors they ſhould: 
be ſlainfor it but the Truth thereof hath been already above by. 
me plaitily diſproved, and therefore þi faying not tlioſe that- 
were marryed to the Xoakites, is an Addition to the Scrip-- 


4 have ſhewed that ſome of the Children of ..1f-ae! did Marry, 
with the Aoabites, Num. 25. And-it-is-more then JSp 
thatonly they that did Marry with them did. joyn. to - B. 
but however Zimr; was Marricd-to Cozbi a Midianiriſh Woman,. 
and this I'am ſure of, ' that he was. ſlain; by .Phineer the Pricft,, 


but Mr. T. - will ſay it was for his Idolatry, and not for his mar-- 
R a Company of. Thieves- 


ryi pnSon for both ? | 

hoold Robby e-High-way , or break into a mans Houſe, and: 
ſhould not only-take their Aony and'Goods, but murder. them- 
alfos and they-afterwards taken & Gouviaed:both of the robbery 


and murder, . and.Hang*d for it,,willany man . affirm. that thoſe. . 
men that did - both Steal and "Kill, were- puniſhed with. Death,. 


for Killing, but not for Stealing,,or that they were  *- 


. 


—_ 
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for Robbery, but not for Marder, no man would te ſo.irratio- 
nal, butall men will ſay they died by the hand of Juſtice, both 
for Theft, and Murder ; evenſo the /ſraelires having both ſin- 
ned in marrying the "Daughters of Moab, and Ammon, and in 
Sacrificing to their Gods, what rational man will ſay, there fell 
of them 24500, for marrying the Daughters of X4oab, but not 
for their joyning themſelves to the Gods of Afoab, or will fay 
they were punithed for their /dolatry, but not for their marry- 
ing; itis true, puniſhed they were for their Idolatry, but who 
will preſume to fay (exceptGod had in ſome place of Scripture 
ſaid it) that they were not puniſhed for their Marrying with 
the Moabites, ſince it is clear, that God had 'command 
ſhould not Marry with them, as 1 have proved, and that they 
| finned in Marrying with the Moabrees,.. -  — 20 
* Aſhdod Secondly, wharldolatry did the Fews commit, that Marryed 
was a Ci- VVivesof * Aſhco1, Ammon and Moab, Nebem. 13. 23. There 
Hoj.:% is no mention made of os "peed b.'T._ 6d" that cbey 
ans, but brought up their Children in the Language of Aſhdod, which we 
non of have reaſon to believe ſaith he, was to fit them for the" Service of 
"the ſeven Aſhdod, but however this.is only his ſuppoſition, the Scripture 
Nations. doth not charge them with that, _ or any part of Idokdtry, bur 
meerly for the ſingle fin of arying with thoſe Nations, awd 1 
contended with them faith Nehemiah, and curſed them, and ſmote 
ſome of them, &c. He contended with ſome body, it's true 
Hith Mr: T., but with who? "thoſe that had Married Wives of 
' Aſhdod. ' And'why 1 pray, notas well with thoſe that Marry- 
<d with Moab and Ammon, Aſndod was a City of the Philiftians, 
-andnone of the Seven Nations, no more thenthe Moabites, and 
the Ammonites were, and therefore he had as much reaſon to 
\contend with, curſe, and ſmite'themthat Marryed with the wo- 
amen of Moab and Ammon, as thoſe that marryed the Daughters 
of Afo-dod. But note, Nebemsah doth not complain oftlicir Ido- 
latry, but of their marrying with thoſe Nations he doth, vey. 
27. Shall wethenhearken unto you to do all this great evil, torranſ- 
£9 againſt our G od in marrying ſtrange Wives ; you ſee-it waya 
ranſgreſhon againſt God, "namely their marrying them, if - 
ſo, then they had a Law forbidding it, elſeit could be no Tranſ- 
grdion, For where no Law is, there is no 'Traiſereſſion. "Rom. 
4. 15. Now for this fin and no other that is mentioned; doth: 
Nebemiah puniſh the Jews that had marrycd firange wives ? by | 
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all which it may eaſily be perceived, that the 1ſ-aelites were pu- 
niſhed of God divers ways, not only for\«their 1dolatry, but for 
their making marriages with thoſe Nations alſo, 

Idelatry was indeed a great Aggravation when it was com- 
* plicated with ſuch marriages, and did incenſe the Lord the more 
againſt them, and much heighthen their Puniſhment, but to fay 
that [ſrael was not puniſhed for the ſin of xixt-marriaves, but 
for their Idolatry only, is nom-Scriptural and without Reaſon, 
and ſo is it to ſay that ſuch Marriages is not in it ſelf evil, chat 
which the Holy Scripture uever in no place hath ſaid, but that it is 
ſin, and a Tranſgreſſion againſt God, the-word doth in terminis 
ſay ; yeaand that it wasa fin of that tendancy which drew at 
the Heels of it, other ſins after it, namely Idolatry, as ſome 
other fins doth, as Drunkenneſs, Lying and Stealing, are com- 
monly attended with other fins, yea it isaſin that was common- 
ly then attended with 74o/arry, which was one Reaſon why the 
Lord did forbid 1ſ-aels marrying with any of the Nations ; and 
ſo it doth now as experience hath proved, and therefore a ſin 
the more to be avoided by the Lords People, the Lord himſelf 
ſaw not only that it would endanger his" People; butthat it would _ 
Jurn away his People from following of him ; neither. ſhalt thou 
makg marriages with them. Thy Daughter ſhalt not thou give tans his 
Son, nor his Daughter ſha!t thou take unto thy Son,” for they will turn 
away thy Son from following of me, that they may ſerve other Gods. 
Deut. 7: 3, 4+. And that fo it commonly proved the Scripture 
and our experience hath plentifully ſhewn,” but to ſay as Mr. T. 
doth, that it is not a puniſhable fin, or in it ſelf no fin is to op- 
poſe himſelf to the very expreſs words of God. 


Thus have I according to niy underftanding ſhewn you that in T» what 
this laſt as in all the reſt, he is- beſide the Truth, to follow him 4-7 
inall that heafter ſaith, would be but loſttime for me to write, [;;,, ., 
and others to read , ſincowhat he farther faith to this thirdde- thx, ce 
monfſtration js but reiteration, and ſo it wonld be in me, to an- Mr-I. D's 
ſwer over.and over, it ſufficeth that | have proveg that mixt-may- 4*/wer. 


riages was (infull before the Law, in the Law, and now in the 

Goſpel, the which if Mr. T. of any one elſe thinks I have nor, let 

them diſprove me if they can. _ | 

__F. Brother | deſire God may bleſs what you have faid to all 

them in the Churches that have ſinned in thisamatter of Marriage, 

and that it may abs at, evil, that is fo _ 
| ng 
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ling 4 now I pray go on to Mr. T. ſecond Affirmation, that the 
Church hath wo Raleto withdraw from ſuch Sinners, given them 
by the Lord. 

E. I ſhall anſwer him in that alſo, I obſerve his Confidence is 
creat, heſuppoſing it can never be-proved, for he grants for 
Arguments ſake, that ſuch Marriages are Unlawfull, and yet he 

affirmeth there isno Precept to warrant the Churches withdraw- 
ing from them. | 

Firſt, -I ſhall endeavour to prove that the Church hath a Rule 
to withdraw from ſuch-Members as ſinners, for Marrying of ' 
Unbelievers. | 

Secondly, Anſwer what of Conſequence, (if any be) that 
Mr. T. faith to thecontrary, and I hope you will ſee that there 
iS ſufficient Ground to deal with them. 

And Firſt, 1 ſhall begin with ſome Proof out of the Old Teſta- 
ment. VVhere were many examples of Gods ſevere Judgments 
executed upon Offenders in this caſe. 

As in the deſtroying the Old VVorld by the Flood, 24000 
fell of the Plague together with them which by the hand of Juſtice 
were hang'd up ue the Sun, Num. 25. 4. Which were about 
a 1000, and 23co0 fell by the immediate hand of the Lord as 
the Apoſtle counts, 1 Cr. 10.8. (in-all 24000 as Moſes counts, 
Ium. 25. 4.) which makes the juſt number of 24000, who all 
were cutoff from the Congregation of the: Lord for the ſinof 
Mixt-Marriages, namely 1000 by the cenſure of the Judges, 
and:23000 by the Hand of the Lord for this ſin, the cauſe oftheix 
committing Idolatry,, and alſo for their Idolatry, which was the 
effe&t of Mixt-Marriages, theſe cam multi ahi | might here ſet 
down, but I know theſe will not ſerve Mr. T”s turn they will not 
ſatisfie him, yet hope ſome concerned will tremble at the word 
of God, and mourn for their fin in the ſence of theſe great and 
dreadfull Judgments of the Lord, poured down upon ſuch fin- 
ners, and that others that have not yet defiled themſelves in - 
Marrying with the Seed of the Great Whore, will be warned by 
thoſe plagues and puniſhments which fell on them, not to provoke 
God in the like manner. | LAX 

But Secondly, to come nearer Mr. T. ; I find- they had-a Law 
or Precept inthe Church: of the Fews, to excommunicate ſuch 
as joined in Aﬀnity with any of the Nations, you will ſee it ins 
Neh. 13..23. Inthoſe days alſo ſaw. 1 Jews, that had Married 


Wrves 
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Wives of Aſhdod, of Ammon, ad of Moab, ver. 24. And 1 
contended with them, -and Curſed them, and ſmote certain of them, 
and plucks off their Hair, &c. [And he curſed them] (note that) 
5. e. he excommunicated them, as ſaith the Apoſtle, :f any mar 
love. not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be Anathema Maranatha, 
that is, let him be accurſed or excommunicated, 1 Cor. 16, 22. 
So faith Nehemiah, I .curſed them, 1 excommunicated them, 1 
put them away from the Congregation of the Lord. And with 
me agrees in this the Dutch Annotations : T hes I contended with 


them and curſed them, [out of Zeal unto Tuſtice, declaring, that 5,, ,,, 
as perjured Covenant Breakers, they bad brought a Curſe upon them- Dutch 
ſelves, and had deſerved to be Banned, and cut off from the People Anzotais 
of God, and ſmote ſome men of them and p'uckt of their Hair, [for 7" 4 


an open Puniſhment or d:ſorace, compare, Deut-25. 2 Sam.10.4.] 
and 1 made them ſwear by God, if you ſhall give your Daughters un- 2;. 
to their Sons, and if you ſhall takg of their Daughters for your Sons 
or for ,yokr ſelves [an abrupt kind of Speech, which was frequently 
uſed in Oaths, or Swearing, wherein muſt be underſtood, then 
thou ſhalt be curſed, or then let God puniſh thee, this Oath which 
he pronounceth before them, they were to taks the ſame upon them 
ſelves, that being by this means ſtirred up, they might not hereafter 
fall into the ſame Abomination again.] You ſee by this expoſition 
of the Synod, that Nehemiahs Curling them was no leſs then a 
cutting them off trom the People of God, and of the like import 

Is thatin the 28 ver. and one of the Sons of Joiada, the Sons of 
Eliaſhiberhe High Prieſt, was Son in Law to Sanballat the Horo- 
nite, therefore I chaſed him from me. | TY 

Andit is to be obſerved. | 

Firſt, That theſe Nations the Zews had Marryed were Ph:i- 
liſtians, Ammonites, and Moabites, which three were none of 
the Seven Nations, Mr. Tory all along fo ſtoutly affirmeth that 
the Iſraelites were forbidden to Marry with, and -none other but 
them, and yet Nehemiah ſaith, they -T ranſgrefſed againſt God 
in Marrying with thoſe Three, and he alſo curſed them for 
It. 

Secondly, It is to be obſerved that Nehemiah doth not charge 
theſe Zews with the Sin of Idolatry, but fngly for making Mar- 
riages with theſe fore-mentioned Three Nations, and for that 
ſm he.curſed them, now Nehemiah either had a Precept to war- | 
tant his Curling them, or he a none, if he had he did well bo - 

IC 2 Curie 


\ 


Neh. 13- 
23. 24, 
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curſe them, and what he did, God did approve of him for do- 
ing, and without doubt he knew full well, that he did. what God 
required himto do, by his Requeſt in the $1. verſe, Remember 
me , O my God, for good; or elſe if he had no Precept, he pre- 
ſumptiouſly took upon him without any warranty from God, to. 
curſe,{which Balaam could not do while God faw no fin in them.) 
thoſe Jews which had ſinned in Marrying with Aſhdod, Ammon 
and Moab, and ſo became a ſinner himſelf, being at the beſt but 
paſſionately, and not — to Knowledge, Zealous in that 
thing, which I ſuppoſe Mr. T. will not lay the Imputation of 
ſuch a Crime to the charge of this good man Nehemiah, and al- 
though we do not. find where God gave this Precept in particular, 
yet the prattice of Nehemiah may ſufficiently convince us that 
there was one given, here therefore although I have not yet pro- 
duc:d a Precept, yet / have an example which proveth. thatthe- 
Church of the Fews had power giventhem to deal with ſuch offen- 
ders. : 

Thirdly,. 7 will now come to the New Teſtament, which: 
muſt be the Rule for Churches now, and ſhew from thence that 
the Charch hath powerby Virtue of Precept to deal with, and 
withdraw fromſuch Members as do yoak themſelves in Marriage 
with Unbelievers; and 7 will begin with 2 Theſe 3.6. Now we 
ccmmand you Brethren in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that 
ye withdraw your 's we ena every Brother that walketh diſor- 
derly, and not after the Tradition which he Received of us. 

"This is comanded, it is not only the adviſe of the Apoſtle to 
them, but his command, and in the Name of our Lord [eſus 
Chriſtthey are commanded (to wit) the Church to withdraw 
fromevery brother that walks diſorderly, now Mixt-Marria- 
ges is diſorder, it's againſt the mind of the Spirit, as [have 
proved from 1, Cor. 6. 15, 16. &c. 2 Cor. 14. 1. Cor, 7. 39. 
Then he that is yoaked unequally in Marriage, and that Marry- - 
eth one not in the Lord, and that taketh the Members of Chriſt 
and maketh them the Members of an Harlet, muſt needs be a 
diſorderly Walker, and them that walk diſorderly, the Apoflle 
commands the Church in the Name of the Lord 7eſws Chriſt to 
br oo from, this is a plain and full Text, where it iscomman- 

F. But Mr. T. faith this Text is no General Rule, it is plain- 
ly defigned againſt ſuch,who are Idle, and negligent in their out- 
ward calling, E. That 
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 E, Thatidle Perſons are ſuch who walk diſorderly is true, 
and that they onghtto be withdrawn from, is true, but thatthe' * 
Apoſtle deſigned that _ diſorder, and no other, in this: 
Command withdraw from every Brother that walketh diſorder- 
ly, isnot true, 'except Mr. T. will prove that there is nodif-- 
orderly walkers but ſuch as are Idle, or if there be, they ate to 
be ſuffered in their diſorder, by the Church, they having: no 
power to deal with a Member for any other diſorderly walk- 
ing whatſqever,: if he ſhould ſay ſo, then would he ſet epenthe 
Door yet wider to 4et in. Fleſhly Liberty, -and fin, and tiffen 
the Necks, andharden the Hearts of Members againſt Church 
Admonitions and Cenſures almoſt in all caſes that are finfull, as 
if the Church-were to have a particular Law, or command ex- 
prefled particularly in dealing with every ſingle and particular 
diforder. * . 

Pray if I ſhould ask Mr. T. where he will find- in the New 
Teſtament a Precept, or an example to give the Church power 
to deal with or withdraw from a Member, that ſhould make it 
his practiſe to ſwear in his Communication, - this is a fin, and I 
believe a breach of that Moral Precept, Thou ſhalt not take the- 
Name of tbe Lord thy God in vain. Exod. 2. 7. Yet bath the 
Church no horn Precept, no nor example to deal with this 
Swearer, for this particular fin of ſwearing, I might inſtance 
in many other Sins as V Vitch-Craft, Lying, &c. For which 
there is no Law particularly given the Church to withdrawfrom 
ſuch Diſorderly Perſons, for thoſe particular fins, what then 
muſt they be ſuffered in the Church, except they had it- in the 
Scripture exprefly faid, now we command you Brethren inthe 
Name of the Lord' Feſms Chriſt that you- withdraw from every 
Brother, that is a Common Swearer, or Lier, or a Wizzard, 
no ſurethat.needs not, but it ſufficeth. that Swearing, Lying 
and Witch-Craft is ſin and'diſorderly walking; and the Char 
hath this Law and general Rule given them to-uſe their power, 
or toimpower them to withdraw from every Brother that walks 
diſorderly, Whether it be the fin and diſorder of Idteneſs, or- of 
phe aj. Lying, VVitch-Craft; yea and all other fins and diſ- - 
order whatſoever,- neither.can Mr, T. ſay any thing to the cor.-- 
trary, except he will ſay (which I thinkwhen he comes to him- 
felf he will not) that the Church muſtſuffer ſuch finners and fins to 
be in the-Church, for they have no Precept.nor Example to yrs 


54 The unlawfulneſs of mixt eMarriages. 
draw from, or Excommunicate them in particular ; and there*s 
fore they have no power ſoto do, but muſtlet- them alone, but 
he will ſay theſe are ſcandalous fins, and therefore the Church 
may withdraw from every Brother that is guilty of thoſe ſins 
and diſorders, but thenIſay they muſt have (if Mr, T. bein the 
right) & particular Precept or Example for it, as they have to 
withdraw from an idle perſon who is ſcandalous, or elſe they 
have (faith Mr, T.) no Power or Rule to deal with ſuch Offen- 
ders, but farther, (as Mr. D. hath minded) what if ſome Mem- 
bers ſhould ſprinkle their -Children, that wauld not be ſcanda- 
lous, but rather commendable in the ſight ofthe world, and ſup- 
poſe ſome other Members ſh6uld forſakte the aſſembling of them- 
ſelves together with the Church as it was and till is the manner 
of ſome, and makg it their pradtice to fit at home, or take their 
pleaſure abroad after ſome ſober ſort, and manner,- this would 
not be ſcandalous tothe world bat accounted good, and friend- 
ly Neighbour-hood, muſt both theſe be ſuffered in the Church, 
becauſe the Church hath no Precept that ſaith particularly we 
command you, &+t. To withdraw from every Brother that 
ſprinkleth his Babe, and from every Brother that forſaketh the 
Aſſembling of the Saints, muſt the" Church let them go on in 
their fin and keep them ſtanding Members ſtill with them, though 
they repent not but qr in thoſe diſorders, if what Mr. T. 
ſay be true; the Church muſt, and by this means in time there 
may be no baptized Believers, but that of Babes come in the. 
ſtead of it, nor no aſſembling of the Saints, but when every one 

 pleaſeth, and ſoall things turn into'meer diſorder and confuſion, 
even in like mauner, the Church-it appears then having that 
Rule, 2 Theſ. 3. 6. may withdraw from ſuch diſorderly per- 
ſons, and therefore it is not a particular rule, only reſpeCtin 

theſin of Idleneſs as Mr. 7* ſaith, but it isa general: comman 

orrule, giving the Church power to deal with every Brother 
for every diſorder, and ſinthey ſhall be found guilt by the Law 
of God of, and then it is a Command, and Rule, giving the 
Church Power to withdraw from cvery Brother, yea and Siſter, 
that doth Marry finfully, 5. e. a Believer with an Unbeliever ; 
though there could be no particular Law found to warrant the 
ſame, ſueh Marriages bzing fin and diſorder, as I have proved, 
which tho'_it be fin, yet Mr. 7. is ſo bold as toaffirm there is 
neither Precept nor Example, therefore no Rule or Power giv- 
' en 
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en tothe Church to deal with-ſuch Offenders, but how far from 
the Truth he is in bis ſo affirming, may: be eafily perceived by 
his grand miſtake about the mind and intent of the Spirit of God 
(as I have ſhewed) in 2 Thef. 3. 6. | | 

Secondly, we have another General Command, ſo compre- 
henſive that it excludes no Offence, nor ſin, but includes all of 
all ſorts and kinds whatſoever, and of what degree ſoever, that 


- is publick and open to be known, and that can. be diſcerned, 


Mat. 18 15, 16,17. If thy Brother Treſpaſs againſt thee, go and 
tell him his Fault between thee and him alone, agreeable to that in 
Levit, 19. 17. Here in this ſort as is direQted by our Saviour, 
a Brother, a ſingle perſon hath powerand: a Rule given him to 
deal with a diſorderly perſon. In the firft place ſo. far as to tell 
the Offender his Fault, privately or between them two alone, 


- if the Offender hear the Offended, then he hath gained: his Bro- 


ther, he hath no more to do, he muſt forgive him, but #f he 
will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the 
Mouth of two or three Witneſſes every word may be Eſtabliſhed, and 
if he [ball neglett to.hear them, tell it unto the Church, but if he ne- 
#lett to bear the Church, let him be unto thee as a Heathen Man and 
4 Publican, Mat. 18. 15..16, 17. In-this Law of Chriſtitiscleay 
and plain that the leaſt ſin of the loweſt degree, even. an Offence 
given.to a Brother, comes within the Cognizance, thereof provi- 
ded'it be ajuſt offence, and if the Offender be obſtinate, and im- 


 penitent, will not hear the Firſt and Second Admonition, and 


Laſtly doth neglect to hear the Church, the Church hath power 
given them by Chriſt, to hear, examine and give Judgment, 
namely to Excommunicate him, he [Chriſt] alſo giveth them” 
to.know, that what they Righteouſly do in this thing ſhall be 
confirmed in Heaven. Yerily I ſay unto you. whatſoever ye ſhall. 
bind on Earth (ball be-bound in Heaven, ver, 18, It will naturally 
follow then, that if. this Law doth impower the Church to.deal 
with Members for the leaſt known-ſin perſiſted in, then for great- 
er (ins in degree, as Mixt-Marriages, which is @ fin againſt a Po» 
ſitive Prohibition, neither ſhalt thown make Marriages with them, 
Deut. 7, 3- Omly inthe Lord ,, 1 Cor. 7. 39. Be not unequally 
Yoked together in Marriage withLlnbelievers. 2 Cor. 6..14.. 
Thus you- may ſce,. and Mr..T, ao if.he do uot cloſe his Eyes,, 
that, the Charch hath power to- withdraw from every Member. 


_ that ſhall Marty with the Seed of the great Whore, which inthe: 


ſence of the Apoſtle are Harlots. Thicdly,, 
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Thirdly, There is another Law which doth' give the Church 
power to withdraw from Members, for the Sin of ' Mixt-Mar- 
riages, but now Ihave written unto you not to keep Company, if any 
manthat is called a Brother be a Fornicator, or Cavetons, or an 
Taolater, or a Railer, or a Drunkard, or an Extortioner, with ſuch 
a one, no not to eat, 1 Cor. 5. 11. [if any man that # called a 
Brother be a Fornicator, &C. keep no company with him, with ſuch 
Aa one, no not to eat, whence it is apparent that if the Church be 
commanded not to Company with ſuch, no not ſo much as to eat 
with them, then the Church muſt not have him in her Compa- 
ny at the Lords Table; that is a Fornicator, nor ſuffer himto 
partake with her, and ſhe eat with him,of that Holy Bread that 


is conſecrated and ſet apart for the Commemoration of the death , 


ofher Lord, and in which ſhe hath Holy Communion with the 
Lord in his Body and Blood, this I fay we muſt underſtand to be 
in this Text prohibited by the Spirit of God, if ſo (as it caunot 
be denyed ) ſuch then that Marry contrary to poſitive prohibiti- 
ons laid down by the Spirit of God , forbidding Believers to 
Marry with Unbelievers, do fin againſt God in their fo marry- 
ing, which fin in the ſence | have above ſhewed, the Spirit of 
God faith is Fornication, then they that commit the aforeſaid (in 
are Fornicators , the- Church hath here then an expreſs Law, 
which doth require, and impower her to withdraw from any 
man that igcalled a Brother, and guilty of that particular fin of 
Mixt-Marriages, which in the ſence of the Spirit of God is For- 
' mication, as lawfullys and by as good Authority, as from any 
man that is called a Brother, if he be Coverous, or an 1dolater, 
ora Railer, or a Drunkard, or an Extortioner, (which 24+. T. 
will ſay ) all ſuch ſinners the Church ought to withdraw from, and 
not partake with ſuch Sinners and fins, but keep themſelves pure 
which no Churchcan do, if they ſuffer and allow fin and finners 
amongſt them, but will be defiled and corrupted, themſelves, 


yea the whole Church, Sin will overſpread as an Inveterate ; 


Leproſie, for alittle Leaven leaveneth the whole Lump; 1 Gr. 
q.'66- 
F. I ſeenow _—— there is Preceptand Rule enough to 
deal-with, yea to withdraw from every member that marryeth 
contrary to Gods Law. - ButI pray fatisfie me a little farther, 
may not the Church forgive ſuch that fo ſin (if they repent, and 
© . are 


" 
% 


- 
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are ſorry, ' and do confeſs their {in,) imbrace them, "and take 
them into therr Communion again. | 
E. True Repentance, hath not only theſe parts in it, ſorrow 

and confeſſion, but a forſaking of the fin, abborring it, and 
himſelf for committing it. Fe that covereth hisfins ſhall not prof. 
per; but who ſo confelfth and: forſaketh them ſhell beve Mercy.” 
Prov. 28. 13. There will. not only be (where: Repentance is 
true) a confeſling of the fin committed, but a forfaking bf the 
ſin alſo, without whichy- there is only an outward' ſhew of Re- 

entance, but in truth,” and xeallity there is none, nay there can 
\ none, acceptable'to God,' nor ought to be.none | . 
to the Church, ſuch Repentance can be: but 'feigned, and hypo 
critical, for who doth (can it be ſuppoſed) repent -truly u- 
cerely, of his Marrying contrary to the Law of God, (atleaſt 
if he yet 1neet with no diſappointment) though he with his Lips 
doth confeſs that he hath finned, yetin his heart he is glad that 
he hath got. a Fair and Beautiful Wife, or if not a fair one, a 
Rich and Wealthy. one; a great or a:good fortune, as ſome call 
it, or at leaſt; one that ;he loves, and that pl:aſeth him; and 
he goes home' and Poe in her, ing, and con- 
tinueth.inthe Sin ſtill, this can be no Repentance but feigned ſor- 
row. | ; | 1 
| Secandly,, When a'mar hath finned; -and doth confeſs it with 
ſome ſhew of Sorrow for his ſin, his Sorrow and Confeſhon doth 

not make that which was fin before, and when he confeſſeth it, 

to b: no ſin, when he hath acknowledged and confeſſed: his iz, 
as for Examiple, Drunkenneſs is fin, and there is a man called 
a'Brotherthatis'a Drunkard, (we will ſuppoſeJand he's admo- 

niſhed by the'Church,. and it may be withdrawn-from, hethen 
faith, che is forryhe'hath ſinned againſt God, will this his -ac- 
" knowledgmeritand confeſſion alter the fin -of Drunkenneſs, and 
make it to be no (in ynto him for'the future, but rather a virtue, 
tio ſure, no wiſe man will ſofay, and that-he- may” be drunk as 
'oft as he will, and'remain'a Drunkazd;” becauſche' hath: at fome 
time or other. confeſſed (with ſome ſhew.'of Sorrow?) that he hath 
{inned,' no this cannot be, the fin is the ſame, and as abominable 
as it was before heſhewed fuch Sorrow, and he is (if heliveth 
- an the fin of Drunkenneſs;)) alt as much Drunkard as he 
was before his ſarrowiand and to-be denyedcommu- 
- hioa with che Charch- For, :-+®:: Inonaestet cit rkruis, 5 
9's H Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, ifthe Church ſhould receive him, and take him into- 
their Fellowſhip under the pretext of his Repentance, he once 
manifeſted to them, (notwithſtanding he till lives in the fin,) 
be then fins with their approbation and allowance, and thereby 
the whole Church will become guilty of his. fin, becauſe ' they 
" allow him-in it, without any farther xeproof ; be not ye therefore 
partakers with them, Eph. 5. 7. Neither be partakerswith other 
mens ſons, keep: thy ſelf pure. 1 Tim. 5. 22, The' Church may 

ca doth partake with him in his fin, by conſenting, he ſhould 
live init, ſuch a thing the Lord reproves, Pſal. 50.18. YYhen 
thou faweſt a Thief, then thou conſenteſt with him, and haſt been. 
partaher with Aaulterers, men may be guilty of other mens fins 
when they conſent, and give their allowance to themto fin, 
even ſq the Church doth become guilty of the ſin of any man, or 
of any ſort of ſin. thatis committed by any Member thereof, by 
the allowance of that Church to whom x Sinner belongs, and 
thereby that Church doth-not keep: her ſelf pure butis defiled, 
A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 1 Cor. 5.6. this is true, 
and will hold good in the fin of Drunkcnaeſs, Mixt-Marriages or 
any other ſin-whatſoeves. 

F, Whatmuſt they do, then, that have Marryed' finfiilly, if 
their confeſſing their ſin,and being ſorrowfull for the ſame will not 
be ſufficient to the Church, end if they may not reccive'ſuch-of- 
fenders into Communion again. 

. #&. Suchthat ſo fin 0 reatly to-mourn, and to humble 
their Souls for their fin, they have committed againſt God, all 
their days, and not as Mr. T.. adviſeth, to go to other Congre+ 
gations where they may (the more is the ſhame- and pity) be Re- 
ceived, but ſtill hunkbly-with contritiou of Spirit wait upon God 
and the regation where they do belong, and have walked 
with, in the Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, bearing the Puniſhmentin- * 
fifted on them for theis ſin, patiently faying, 1 wilt bear the in- 
dignation of the Lord, becauſe 1 have ſinned againſt him. Micah 
7+ 9. And ſe wait upon the Eord, fitting- under the miniſtry of 
the word untill a-Deor-may be opened by the Lozd, . of Repen- 
tance effeQually and fincerely, wrought in-him. even that Godly 
Sorrow, never to be repented of, and the mean time let him 
ſee. that his Canverſation: it: all other things be circumſpe&, 
Holy and Pious, that ſo God peradventure might bring his un- 
believing wife tothe knowledge of, and. obedience to 

an# 
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and ſo be brought out of Mi Babylon into the -Church, to 
walk in all the Ordinances of Goſpel blameleſly, this he 
ſhould do, which if he do not he will add more fin to ſm, aid 
thereby provoke the Lord moreto Anger againſt him, and then 
namely it his Wife be converted, there may be (if he hearti 
repent,) an admiſſion of him into Communion with the-Church ' 
again. Agreeabletothe Mind of God, the Churches ſatisfattion 
- and his Comfort, Joy and Peace, and the Church keepher Vir- 
gin purity, unſ] and undefiled , which otherwiſe ſhe can- 
not do, as I have ſhewed above. | 


F, Iſcethis muſt be the way the Churches ought to take, but Fol.42. 


Mr. T. affirms, that God at all times did bear (upon occaſion ) 
with the breach of his poſitive Law. | | 

E. Yea he doth ſay ſoindeed, but with little ſhew of verity, 
he gives for his inftance Davids eating of the ſhew-bread, and 
the png plucking the Ears of Corn, but doth not our Savi- 
our juſtife his Diſciples namely in their plucking the Ears of 
Corn on the Sabbath. Day, by Davids cating the ſhew-bread 
be being an hungry, and: ſure our Saviour (he will not ſay) doth 
not juſtifie one evil by another, (ny his Diſciples lacking 
the Ears oP*Corn) cither in the breach of a Moral or Poſitive 
Law, by Davids —__— ſhew-bread, which indeed was 
Unlawfull for. him to eat, had notthe circumſtance he was under 
at that time excuſed, and for that cauſe, God did bear 
with David, it doth not follow that the ' may takeupon 
them to.do the like without warrant from him, much leſs to.bear 
with ſinful Marriages, which God. ſo poſitively forbids. And 
hath time after time manifeſted his indignation againſt by his ſe- 
vere. Judgments, poured out -upon the Offenders ; yea a'fin 
which the Spirit of God inthe Scripture calleth Fornication : and 
likewiſe in the caſe of the G ;b;onzres much like the fame may be 


ſaid, conſidering the circumſtances, for they. namely the Gibzo- © | 


mes wrought _—_— with 7 Tom t wire yo 
as the ſtory relates, and it being ſo, they namely Fo 

Princes Sent nally the Lord, it being no 'wilfull diſo-. 
bedience in them, or breach of Gods Command, and I hope 
God may anticipate -higgpwn command without leave firft, had 
from any man, and men not preſume todo the ſame without a 
warrant from him in any caſe, touching his commands, and 
-, came. 7s Toſbna and the Princes of 
8 2. *  Jfracl 
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Iſrael, yet were they contented, when- Joſhua and the Princes . 


told them they ſhould be Hewers of Wood and Drawer of Water 


unto all the Cimgregation \, Joſh. 9. 21. And moreover” Joſhua 
curſed them for their deceit uſed by them, (as you may there 
read) in beguiling him and the princes by Lying and Diflimula- 
tion ; ver, 22.23. And Joſhua made them that day Hewers of 


Wood and Drawers of VV ater for the Congregation , ver. 27. all 


which ſheweth that Zoſka doth not juſtifie what he and the Frin- 
ces had done in Swearing to theſe Gibconites, yet being done it 
could not be undone, becauſe of their Oath ; though as much 
was done namely by 7oſba to the Gibionites, as was ſufficient to 
demonſtrate his Heart upright, and no ways ſtarted afide from 
the Law ofhis God, and therefore we cannot fee (by all this 
talk he hath made) unleſs he had ſhewed it more plainly that as 
he ſaith, a Church is ſometimes bound to bear with rhe breach 


of a poſitive Law, 'for if it ſhould be granted, that Almighty ' 


God did in thoſe things he mentioneth, bear with the breaki 
of a poſitive Law.,yet doth it not prove,that therefore his Chur 


is bound to do the ſame, without leave firſt had fromhim. -. 


Secondly, ifthe praying for A be negle&gd,-and the 
Church do not deal with any for that negle&, it doth-not there- 
fore follow that the Church is bound to bear with any man that 
neglets a duty poſitively required, for that. Mr. T. affirms, 
nor if the Church do not deal with any. for their negle& of con- 
tributing to the Miniſtry, it doth not follow'the Church is bound 
b oy Ty of God to bear with ſuch nepledts, it may be the 
Chirc es ſin not to deal with ſuch Members, and they far from 
being boundto bear with them; except the Church be poor, and 


cannot contribute any thing at all, or not ſo much as need re- 
quires, 'andin fuch a Cafe God doth not require it. 2 Cop. $,- / 
11, 12, Or if the Miniſter will make the Goſpel without charge, 


1 Cor. 9.18. And will labour with his own hands, 2 The. 3.8. 
As the Apoſtle faith he did, A. 20. 34. And” ſhewed the EL- 
ders how they ſhould labour as he did ; ver. 25. Now in theſe 
"caſes it may be no evil in the Members, not to contribute name- 


ly tothe Miniſtry, though an Orginanee of God, nor no bear-* . . 


ing of the Church with the'breaking of Poſitive Zaw. : 


And laſtly whereas Mr. T, offers ſome few things as he faith 
to conſideration, I ſhall offer as many to him which may ſetve,. 


& an anſwer in fome ſort to his. 
| | Fuft, 


— —- 


_— 
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Firſt, conlider the Yoke of Chriſt is eaſy, and his-Burden is- 
lipht; Mar. i 1. 30. And this is no more; nor other Yoke then 
Chriſt hath (not we) put upon his Diſciples. 1 Gr. 6. 15. 16, 
17, 18. Chap. 7. 39. 2 Cor. 6. 14 Rev. 3s 14. ver. 20. 1 Cor. 
10. 8. (Whichis the thing we contend for, namely that Beliey- 
ers ſhould Marry with Believers) but to be unequally Yoked to- 
gether with Unbelievers' isa Yoke indeed hard, and heavy to 
bear, as many have found by ſad experience, as | do now know 
ſome, and have in my time known many .more, but them who 
obey the Lord'do find this yoke eaſy_ and light, ſweet, Pleaſant 
peaceable ; and much joy and comfort theywhave found therein, 
as many can witneſs, and. if the women, and Maids (many of 
them) have none in the Church will rake nofice of them, at 
whoſe Door will it lye but at Mr: Tags who hath taught the 
men to look abroad tn the world for Wives Rich and Beautifull, 
by which mans, they being taught ſo to do, they will not take 
notice of the poor women in the Church, though they be virtu- 
ous and pious, but will.take all worldly advantages they can, 
and thereby the women go without Husbands, except by temp- 
mo (as too many do) they make a breach upon the: Law of 

od. | 
Secondly, Let Mr. Tory and all others of his mind,- conſider 
how rediculous not only to'the Rude and he panes *but to the 
ſober minded, the Zr and the Independant, the denying 
of the.Baptizing of Children, and the Dipping of Believers is, 
ds many of them have manifeſted. in their Printed Books, ſer 
... forth in oppoſition to. the one, and in confirmation (as well as 
.they could) of the other, what do the Preſoyrer and ined 
fay to this, dothey think you do well, and do they look upon 
you as wiſe men, todipp in water ſuch Perſous as ſometimes 
«.comesfromthem to-you ; do they think it good dealing, that” - 
youſhould take from them ſuch as they eſteem, or at leaſt did-, 
eſteem Faithfull and Upright, and alfo rightly baptized in their 
infancy, and baptize then again, (as they count it.) do they not 
| think you are notonly beſides the Txuth, but your Wits alfo, 
eſpecially when you ſhall Bapeize them in Winters Froſt and 
Stow; to endanger their Health, if not their Lives thereby, 
. as they think, nor willit be ſufficient for .you to tell them you 
have acommand ; in a. 28. 19.. For they will tell you, that 


the Covenant made with Abraham and his Seed, will WES 
| . 
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Adult Perſons is Rediculous, Erronious and » but we miſt 
not ſeek the praiſe of men, for he is not 4 Jew which 1s one outward- 
ly, neither is that Circumciſion that is outward in the Fleſh, but he 
15 a Jew, which is one inwardly, and Circumciſion is that of the 
heart in the Spirit, and-not inthe Letter, whoſe praiſe ts not of men 
but of God. Rom. 2. 28. 29. For if I yet pleaſe men, I ſhall 
nt be the Servant of Chriſt. Gal. 1. 10,-See 3 Theſfla. 2. 4. 


$. 6. 


Thirdly, Let Mr... conſider, how he doth.lay a ſtumbling 
block (like as Balaamdid) in the way of Members, both men, 
and women, in teaching them as he hath done in his book, to 
mix themſelves in Marriage or V Vedlock with xnbaptized Per- 
ſons, and ſo cauſe them to'fin.and tranſgreſs a ainſt G 1, as for 
the Truth, if any ſtumble at-that, the cauſe is their Unbelief, and 
for them who cannot deny themſelves this world --and worldly 
pleaſures and advantages for Chriſts ſake, and bring their hearts 
wholly and fully over to him, and be content to be ſubje& tothe 
Lord, indoing the things he commands to be done, and in not 
doing that wh:ch he forbids them to do, will not be a true Diſ- 
ciple of Chriſt, and a many ſuch there are now a days, whoare 
as unfit to be Church Members, as they are ſhort in being the 
true followers of the Lord, and truly good it is for all men, ts 
be-welladviſed, when they enter into Goſpel profcſſian, and for 
them to conſider all the coſt, and not to turn hand over. head, 
about the weighty matters of Eternity, for he that ſetteth his 
' hand tothe Plough, and looketh back is unfit for the Kingdom of 
Gd ; Lukeg. 62. It is good to Remember Lots Wife, Luke 
17. 32. For it had been better for them, not to have known the way 
of Righteouſneſs, then after they have known it, to turn from the 
Holy Commandment delivered unto them. 2. Pet..2. 21. For thoſe 
that are not well adviſed, and who cxpe& toadvance their for- 
runes-in the world, (will not it's to be feared) bear to be ha- 
ted by the world, perſecuted, and have tribulation in the world, 
as Chriſt hath foretold his Diſciples ſhall, John 15. 18. 19, 
Chap. 16. 33. Andſuch the Church 1s not like to have much com- 
fort in, nor the poor much relief from, _ . 


Foutthly, Let Mr. T, confider what account he. will be able 
| - to 


the Baptizing of Children, and therefore your Baptizing of© 
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dgivein the day of tht D4y25 if ll he hath writ in indication 
of 1Mxt- Marriages be (as itis) grounded upon Error and' mi- 
ſtake, when he hath tavght and publiſhed in print the //-ae! of 
God to. comply with Ba'aams Dodrine, in that part of it, 
namely to Marry with the Daughters of the great Whore, (ifhe 
doth not teach them alſo in word and praftice, to comply and 
joyn withthem in ſome part of their worſhip,) for all which 
he pretendeth to have the V Verd of God to warrant what he 
ſaith, whenthe Lord hath not ſpoke by him, neither in the one.,. 
nor the other, in which he hath grieved many, and cauſed: 
others to turn aſide, and harden their Hearts againſt Church Ad- 
monitions and Cenſures, by teaching them Rebellion againſt 
Chriſt and his Church, and by _— to perſwade ſinners that: 
the Church hath reccived no power from Chriſt, -to withdraw 
from them for their ſin, then which nothing can. be more falſe,. 
but as for the Church, ſhe having a Rule to deal with ſuch fin- 
ners, would'not- be able to give accountin the day of the Lord, 
if they have amongſt them thoſe that hold fuch Dodrine, much 
leſs, if they have and ſuffer thaſe that put ſuch Dodrineinto 
pradice. Rev, 2. 14.20; 


And Laſtly let him conſider, that: tie*hath-uſed. the nams of 
God, to open. one door toilet. in fin by the great, and ſhut ano- 
- ther door to keep the fin and ſinner in». the Church, and' by that 
means (as much as in him lyeth) hath ſhut them. out of Heaven, 
for their impenitency, there being nothing. elfe will do it, as- 
for the Cenſures of the Church duly and juſtly executed, they 
are not in themſelves a means to ſhut any out of Heaven, as Mr. 
T. ſaith, the end of them being no other then the” DeStruttion of 
the. Fleſh, that.the Spirit may be ſaved in the day of the Lord Teſus. 

1 Cor. 5. 5. Then1s it-no preſumptious zeal as lie is pleaſed to- 
call it, for I have given both precept and example to warrant the 
Churches dealing with ſuch Sinners, and therefore it will become 
him, and the reſt of his Brethren, that- are of his opinion, to 
conſider well of theſe things, and not to ſuffer the Love and de- 
fire of Friendſhip they have with the world, to- tranſport them, 
norprepoſſcſs their Judgments, from retraQting any thing that 
doth appear to be to the prejudice of the Truth, and the peace 
and purity ofthe Church, which every ſincere Chriſtian doth de- 
fire, and will Jabdar to preſerve... he 
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*: 
F. I thank you for this pains you have taken to ſatisfie mth k 
at 


pray God it may be a means to prevent thoſe growing evils 
are creptin amongſt profeſſours in this Perilous Day, that God 


may divert thoſe Judgments, which are threatned againſt us, * 


for the fin of nis People. 


E. I defire the ſame, and with all may God fo bleſs my En- 
deavours to his Glory, and the purging of the Church, 1have 
. my end, . 


F, Had Mr. T. laid ſuch a Foundation as you have done, 
his Appendix had been ſuitable and proper, had itnot ? 


E. Yea, but he firſt takes away or at leaſt undermines the 
Baſis of his Appendix, and then he builds up his caution, and 
advice tothe unmarried'upon it, (though what he ſaith therein 
doth notoriouſly contxadi& all that he faith before.) but to what 
purpoſe is his advice, to them it is direQted to, fince he gives 
them the whole world to chooſe Wives or Huſbands in, thoſe 
cautions that comes out of the ſame mouth, that gives them liber- 
ty to Marry any one.whom they pleaſe, telling. them it is no vio- 
lation of Gods Law, no evil in it ſelf, nay that there is no Law 
to prohibite them: what reſtraint can that put upon any that are 
minded to make uſe of his incouragements, men and women 
in the world are generally of this mind, that they will as neer 
as they canget them Huſbands and Wives that are Fair, Rich, 

ave good conditions, are of a good nature, affable, ſober and 
thelike, thispropencity is in moſt. People, though they mind 
not Religion in their choice, and that they will purſue, if Mr. 
T. had not adviſed them, and therefore although the advice 
may be good in it ſelf, (molt of it) yet from him it islittle more 
then to ſhow, that ' Mr. Stephen is againſt Mr. Tory, and that 
, they are in ſome ſort divided about one and the ſelf fame-thi 
and do not agree in their Judgments, what. I ſay is not that 1 
would, tha any of the Lord's Pcople' ſhould flight or reze& 
any good adviſe, but rather that they would follow them, not 
as his adviſe only, but as it is grounded upon the Law of God, 


ariſing not from prudence and policy 0 = as Mr. T. hath th _. T1 


his vindication affirmed, but from his Poſitive prohibitions as 1 


# 


haveſhewed, andthenl hope his Appendix may prove no ſnare. 
| 16 
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any, but rather 'bea meaus (whether he intended it ſhould or 


| . to keep the Unmarried from b thorrow the limits 


and bounds pv the Lord' hath ſet them, to cauſe them that 
have Married contrary to the mind-of God, greatly to humble 
themſelves under his mighty hand for the ſame. 


F. Ihave given you this trouble tothe end I might be ſatis- 
bed, and others alſo, and that their might be a ſtop put tothe 
growing greatneſs of that ſin, namely Mixt-Marriages, and I 
hope God will bleſs your labours, and cauſe the fruit of them to 
be aneffeftual means to purge the Churches, (at leaſt ſome of 
them) from that defilement. 


E 7. op war it mayz and-then I ſhall have cauſe -to be 
than at his Church be preſented as achaſt Yirginto Chriſt, 
ww I greatly delire may be, and which is my end, as God 

nowetn. , 


; Iwillnow take my leave of you Brother, deſiring [the Lord 
Son you yet more and more to encreaſs.in Grace and 
, throagh Jeſus Chriſt our. Lord, «amo iGod our Fa- 


bow Glory in the Church, by Chriſt Jeſus throughout all ages 


world without end, 
'E. Amen, Fare ye well. 


” — — i 
— 
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A Ward to thaſe Congregations in general, who allgw 
.. of Me Morris 


Rethren, I canno this nin. encuion which 
ow proſe i lf, but ovultin foane here way, teu 
and a good. Conſcitace towards you, bw, Love youor no, 
and deſire __ preſent pr Re in Truth, -Peace and Purlty 
here; and Eternal Happi on, inxwhat I ſhall ſay, 
God can only witaeſs for or againk me, I have that teſti 


are 


— 
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fare in the Lord, and could gladly ſpend, and be one for yot3 
though the'more] love you, the leſs I am loved by you, and 
how much | have beengrieved and in ſecret have mourned and 
with what fervency I have prayed, and (till do, both in publick 
and private for you, the Lord knoweth, and-many can witneſs ; 
yet notwithſtanding I know my Reward will be from ſome fro- 
ward, and unmortified Spirits, no better then unkind refle&i- 
ons, with unchriſtian , uncharitable and raſh cenſures, but how- 
ever thoſe things give me no-diſcouragement, nor ſhall cauſe me 
to deſiſt from any thing, may be hopefully a means:tocall you 
back from your declenſions, to your firſt Love and+- works, I 
have ſeen tothe grief of my Soul (which =_ have not regarded - 
nor taken any care of) that you have detiled your ſelves, afid 
corrupted _- way in ſuffering-the Do&rine-of Balaam to-be 
held, taught, and putin pradtice amongſt you, namely Afixts 
Marriages, Believers to be unequally Yoked together in Marri- 
age with Unbelievers; which you in your Conſciences have 
known, and have bore your teſtimony againſt with much zeal, 
as being a ſin and Tranſgreſſion, but now being perverted, I 
fear by your too much Loveof the World, anddelighting in the 
modes and faſhions thereof, which you once proteſted-apgainſt, 
and ſeparated your ſelves from, hath made you ſo eaſy: ts be fe- 
duced, and turned aſide from your Virgin purity and chaſtity, 
and not tokeep out that fin, nor now it is got in, you ſuffer it 
and indulge it, and do-not reform ſuch enormity, . by which you 
re, even the whole body defiled, you being partakers with 
em in that ſin,in that you Keep them in your Communion at the 
Lords Table ; which by your ſo doing they continue in their 
ſin,, cm privilegio, and by allowance from. you. . And, that you 
have long fince inclined hereunto, (being ſeduced by the fair pre 
tences of ſome whoſe minds were corrupted in that matter) as 
appears by your conſenting to the paſſing of two decrees , or 
Church agreements in order thereunto, the Firſt was to this ef- 
fe&, that no Member ſhould: call or give AMixt- Marriages the 
name of Fornication, which is the proper name the Spirit of 
God doth give it, as I have ſhewn from 1 Coy. 6. v5: 16, 18: 
Chap. 10. 8. Rev. 2.14, Which1 pray you carefully conſider, 
this no doubt was: the firſt ſtep" to the introducing of that fin, - 
for, to take away the name of a ſin- which- makes it look with a 
pol face,, and ſheweth'the twe and proper. colours. of it, is the | 
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ready way toincline Members both Men and Women to-make 
leſs Conſcience of it, and in time make none-@- all, the Second 
decree was, that thoſe Members that did Marry contrary tothe 
Rule of Gods Holy word, ſhould upon- the acknowled gement 
of their ſin; and forrow for the ſame, be Received into Com- 
omunion/again, or-to this effe&, this was anather ſtep to incline 
Members ſo to Marry, and to break down the bounis that hed- 
ed up the way of that fin, for who would keep himſelf pure 
mthis defilement, when any carnal and worldly advantages 
do offer theinſelves, that is ſet ſo light by, that an outward con- 
feſhonand ſhew of ſorrow ſhall not only make his peace with 
theChurch, but ſhall alfo give him their approbation and conſent 
that he ſhall now continue in his fin, and enjoy his Communion 
with them alſo, and by this means the way is ftop'd up, by 
which the ſinner and fin ſhould go out, and be ſeparated from the 
Church; theſe inventions and traditions of men (for no other 
name can I give them) contrary to the mind of Chriſt was the 
produtt of your Primary defett, and procidence from your 
priſtine integrity, and that good order you once perſued to keep 
fhis with ſome other evils Þ out of your Camp; For the leaders 
x bom People cauſe them to err, and they that are led of them are 
ſtroyed. Iſa. 9. 16. And now at laſt you areſo far from refor- 
mation , that you have ſuffered Mr. T. to publiſh to the world 
anabfolute defiance againſt the Unlawfulneſs of Mrxt-Marriages, 
aud the Churches power to deal with any "that ſhalt Tranſgreſs, 
proclaiming toall the Churches both in City and Country that 
it isno fin, noevil in it ſelf, contrary to w, and therefore 
Lawfull, and likewiſe-that if it be a fiff, the Church hath no 
Precept, nor no Example, and therefore no power to withdraw 
fromany for ſo Marrying, ſo that what was done by you be- 
fore-in-yonr agreements, though they were of the ſame tendan- 
cy, yet now he hath ſpoke plainly, what you in thoſe agree- 
ments ſpoke but darkly, and unto his, you have rather writ 
Imprimatur then any ways made it your endeavour to detett his 
Errors, it being thus with you as is too apparant, your pradice 
being ſufficient proof, Icandono leſs thenadmoniſh you of theſe 
evils and defilements, that now ſeem to ſtick faſt unto you, and 
to call upon you in the Name ofthe Lord to repent, and reform 
of thoſe evils and pollutions that are amongſt you, before 
it be to fits, and that IO to work ſuch a mm 
2 W1 
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will be pleaſing to the Lord, and Yſo demonſirate to all, the 
Truth of your Repentance, and amendment, this Þ ſpeak is in. 
love to your Souls how ever you will take it, and in. diſcharge 
of my Duty to God and you, and. therefore whether you hear. 
or forbear, 1 have diſcharged my Conſcience in the ſight of God, 
and ſhall not ceaſe' praying for you, nor to be willing to ſerve 
you.in the Lord, ; | 
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A word to Mr. Tory i particular. 


BRother| have peruſed your Book, which you Entitule 24xt- 
Marriaves Vindicated, without any prezudicate opinion to 
yours, or partiallity to my own perſwaſion, and have compiled 
an anſwer-with as much candor and cordial love to you and the 
truth, as. you could have in publiſhing your Book, and therefore 
I hope it will find acceptance with you, fo far as to give it a di-- 
ligent ſerious and impartial ſpeculation, and ſhew it the kind- 
neſs of a moderate correftion and detettion, if you find it merit 
nothing elfe from you, but if not,. I then hope and am fo chari- 
= = —_— of you, that you will retra& your own opinion, 
an >. 


Icannot but here remind you of the greatneſs of thoſe evits 
that lye conched in your Yindication of ſo great a fin as Mexr-- 
Marriages is, and how much difſervice you have done the Chur-- 
ches thereby, the which | hope upona ſecond ſerious and deli- N 
berate view you will fee. W 


Firſt, I cannot but note, and put you-in mind how prodigi- - 

ouſly you were tranſported in your confidence, when yon do of- 
ten here and there in your Book boldly affirm that Afxt-Marrie 
ares is no fins noevil init ſelf, it ſhall bea Snare to thee, but no - . 
fn inthee, and that thoſe ſayings you put as an Additionto the - . 
Woerd-of God, when ou in-your very Title Page forewarg + 
me and allother men, that we preſumenot to Add tothe Word: 
bf God, in the words of Solomon ; - Add net thou to.bis Word, leaſt. 
he reprove thee,and thou be found a Liar.Prov.30. 6. And yet you 
Aick not to do the ſame thing, for I pray where hath the Lord - 
Rid;in the whole or any one part or pldce of the Scripture, rxr-- 
Marriages (which you vindicate)) is no ſin, no evil in it ſelf, it . 
fhall be a Snare to thee, but no fin in thee to Marry with the Na» —- * 
tions, had the Lord in any place fo ſaid, as you ſay, you woufd | 
hot have been fo unjaſt to your own opinion, nor-ſo unkind to- 
your Brethren, whomyou would have believe 'what you-affirm - 
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to betrue, but you wouldhave plainly in Capital Letters quoted, 
and ſet down that ſaying of the Lord, -if there had been any;\ 


doubt, the controverſie had been ended, and the labour ſpared 
inanſwering you, I ſay, this is high preſumption, for which you 
have cauſe to repent, and ſpeedily retract. 

Secondly, -I muſt take notice of your oft aſſerting, that God 


forbad the Iſraelites to Marry with the other Nations, only in © -- 


prudence, and policy, and that. you make the ground of your 
preſumptious ſayings it was no fin, no. evil in it ſelf, (as much 
as to ſay ) to be diſobedient to thoſe Laws was no ſin, ſuppoſe 
I ſhould grant that thoſe Laws were only prudent and politick, 
by whoſe authority do you undertake to affirm, that divine pru- 
dence and policy may at the pleaſure of Mortals be diſobeyed, 
were it no other then that you give asan inſtance, Dext.20. 19, 
In the caſe of a, long ſiege, ſurely had the >=, pom deſtroyed 
thoſe Trees by cutting them down, which the Lord exprefly 
prohibited they had ſumed, though you preſume” to ſay the rea- 
ſon was not, becauſe the thing was ſinfull, (adding to the word of 
the Lord,)) but becauſe thou mayeſt eat of them, when the Lords - 
reaſon is this, for the Tree of the Field 1s mans Life, ſo may you 
as well ſay of that prohibition in Dent. 24. 6. No man ſball take 
the nether,, or the Upper Milftone to pledge, for he taketh a mans 


and dire&ed your Reader to the Book, - Chapter and Verſey 
where it was written, and beſides, then you had put-all out of 


Life te pledge, and put in this as the reaſon, na becauſe it was 


ſiwfull, to take a Milſtone to pledge, but becauſe the ſtones were 
to grind Corn for Bread, and thus you labour to make the Law 
of God of none effeft, by your Additions to his Word. 
Thirdly, For you at ſuch a time as this is, and when Profeſ- 
ſors are many of them become Carnal, and do take, liberty to 
commit ſeveral diſorders, to publiſh a book. to encourage them 
more, was( to ſay no worſe) very {great imprudence in-you, had 
you publiſhed your cautions, or advice only; you might have 
done ſorne ſervice to God, and his people, Bu 
with all your might and induſtry, laboured to remove out of their 
way the ground, and baſlis of your Councel, by which only 
men are limited, and bound, namely the Law. of God, 
cautions ſeem to be nothiug elſe but aYizzard put upon the face 
of your book, that the uncomely make, and features there 
might not be ſec nor obſerved, that ſo it might paſs with little» 
| inſpedtion, - 
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tyou having firſt . 
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where you counci! ſuckas are denyed Communion for their {m- 
full Marrying, to apply then:ſclves to ſome other Congregation, 
where they may be entertained, councel rather rerners. from 


Satan the Author -of confuſion, then from the God of orders. 


by which you that adviſe, and thoſe Congregations that enter- 
tain them, do therebyall you can to break Church order and 
diſcipline, and likewiſe-harden the hearts of ſinners againſt re- 
proof, and Church cenſures, thoſe Congregations making them- 
ſelves Sanftuaries, and Cities of refuge, whereunto criminals 
may fly for to ſhelter themſelves from the execution of Gods Law, 
provided as a puniſhment for their fin, the end of which is not 
as you infinuate, to ſhutthem out of Heaven, but for the deſtruc- 
ticnof their fleſh, that there Spirit might be ſaved inthe Day of the 
Lord ;, which Salvation you and thoſe Congregations (as much 
as in you lies, by your councel and their entertainment,,) en=- 


©. deavour to keep them from : all theſe things you have adventu- 
red to do, againſt the word of the Lord, for which inthe Bowels. _ 


of Chriſt Lexhort you torepent, you having been aninſtrument 
of much evil and confuſion, that for-time to come you may be a 


meansy being converted to ſtrengthen your Brethren, ſetting ow 
Ee - 


heart and hand to the work of reformation, that God may 
Glory, the Church purged from her defilements, and enjoy the 


Blcflings of Peace and T ranquillity, which is the hearty prayer of _- '** 


Your Brotherand Servant in 
Chriſt. 7. G.. 


C74 
ion, and ſo inſtead of deliveri frgm the evil of an- 
qually yoking themſelves with anbelieueeR midy prove a ſhare to 


any, even your very cautions, byageSmpring them to Marry * 
{ith the greateſt of /dolaters, provided they be but ſober. 
" Fourthly,: I note your evil advice in- your ſecond Poſt-ſcripe, 
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